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will often be discovered in the act of insisting 

upon a well-advertised brand of something he 
needs. He does read advertisements, though he may 
mot make a business of it. So do you. Because you 
have eyes. Because your eyes are as quick as light, and 
more sensitive than the camera film. But let the adver- 
tisements in this paper, put here in good faith by worth- 
while concerns, have the honor of conscious attention 
from you,—not a mere glance as you turn the pages. 


3 ter man who says he never reads advertisements 











My Substitute 
By Adelaide Addison Pollard 


Y Substitate, the sinless One, 
The bitter death-stroke bore, 
That I, all guilty and undone, 
Might live forevermore. 


O Jesus Christ, beloved Lord, 

e e blow that fell on Thee 
Has opened wide the arms of God 
To sinners, lost, like mel 


With boldness I approach the Throne 
Because, one awtul day 

The Christ, forsaken, died alone 
That I might find the way. 


I lean upon my Father’s breast 
And trusting there abide ; 
aa to purchase such a rest 
was crucified ! 


Yes, soul of mine, a price was given 
To -free thee from thy fears! 

Then let thy worship rise to heaven 
In gratitude and tears! 


O.Jesus Christ, beloved Lord, 
blow that fell on Thee 
Has opened wide the arms of God 
To sinners, lost, like me! 








B. Y. B. T. C.! 


If Christians treated one another according to 
the formula of these letters, “B. Y. B. T.C.,” what a 
revelation an unbelieving world would have! A 
Christian business man in sending a friend a little 


gift for use in the Lord’s service, signed his name and 
wrote after it these letters: “B. Y. B. T. C!” His 
friend was puzzled and had to ask for an irtterpreta- 
tion. The next letter from his business friend began: 
“My dear Brother: The letters stand for ‘Because Ye 
Belong to Christ.’ It has been a slogan of mine for 
about eighteen years. Nothing is too good for that 
person, whether he be black or white or yellow or 
brown, who belongs to Christ. It should be the key- 
note of our Christian fellowship with each other.” 
What secret or beneficial society could match the 
benefits of membership in such a brotherhood? 
Blood brothers owe much to one another. But what 
ef Spirit-brothers? And indeed we are a blood 
brotherhood as well, made one in the precious blood 
of the Elder Brother. This business man’s slogan has 
been the key-note of God’s dealings with us from all 
eternity. In Romans 8:32 the Father tells us that 
nothing is too good for the man or woman for whom 
he delivered up his own’Son. As members of the 
King’s household, possessing all thitigs, we have the 
great privilege of treating each brother in the same 
way that our Elder Brother is dealing with us. 


yd 


Russian Church-Members 


Our Christian faith is the costliest thing in the 
world: do we treasure it accordingly? Where the 
cost presses home upon us personally we are likely to 
prize the treasure more highly. When Pastor Fetler 
first came to America from Russia, he was amazed at 


the revelation of how little “church-member” could 
mean. “In Russia I knew a church-member who 
stood before a company of people and preached 
Christ. In the midst of his talk a man came from 
the audience and ran a knife through his heart. 
That is what it means in Russia to be a member of 
the Church of Christ.” Is it because it is such a 
light matter in America to profess faith, in Christ 
that we are so blind and barren,—blind to the .ex- 
ceeding greatness of our treasure and barren of 
power? Let us pray for that Apostolic conception 
which produced church-members who “turned the 
world upside down.” 
‘ x 


Flying High 

Altitude and momentum increase a flyer’s safety 
in the skies. That this is the conclusion of aviation 
experts, was asserted by a young lieutenant in the 
Aviation Corps of the American Army to a group of 
friends who, with him, were attending a Bible on- 
ference, and who were expressing concern about his 
hazardous duties. A new flying machine is said to 
be now under course of construction that it is 
believed will be able easily to negotiate the Atlantic’s 
three-thousand-mile span. This principle of flying 
applies also in spiritual aviation. Is it not as we 
mount up with wings like eagles that we gain the 
height and speed that protect us from “the arrow 
that flieth by day”? Soaring there, in the very eye of 
the Sun of our soul, how can we ever even think of 
an earthward glance to the carrion of sin? 


Rescuing Christians from Themselves 


himself. Either he is trusting in himself, or 

he is mistakenly thinking that he must learn 
to trust himself better than he has yet done. Of 
course, while he labors under this delusion, he is a 
defeated Christian. He is unconsciously committing 
the commonest and most disastrous sin of the Chris- 
tian,—the sin of unbelief. He needs to be rescued, 
real Christian though he is, from himself and his 
unbelief. * 

Many a discouraged, defeated, and wearied Chris- 
tian has been rescued from himself and his unbelief 
during this past summer. How did it come to pass? 
Through a transcontinental chain of three links, three 
Victorious Life Conferences or “Rescue Missions for 
Christians,” reaching from the Pacific to the Atlantic. 
The first of these was held in Whittier, Cal., in June. 
The second was at Princeton, N. J., in July. The 
middle link of the chain came last, at Cedar Lake, 
Ind., during the last week of August, on the large 
conferénce grounds known as “Restawhile” [from 
our Lord’s word, “Come ye yourselves apart ... and 
rest a while” (Mark 6:31)] of the Moody Church 
of Chicago. Would you glimpse what the Lord did 
last month for those who went apart with him to rest 
with and in him? He can do the same for you to-day, 
in a conference of just Himself and yourself. 


Mii: a Christian needs to be rescued from 


It was seven o’clock one morning, and many of the 
delegates were gathering in the tent of meeting, as 
was their custom, for the early prayer-meeting with 
which every day commenced. The siiver-toned cor- 
net “prayed” (not merely played) by Addison Raws 
had sounded its clear, sweet call over the entire 
grounds; and hearts were hushed in prayer, waiting 
on God. Miss Louisa Vaughan of China was there, 
—she has sometimes been called “the Evan Roberts 
of Shantung Province” by those who 1. ow of God’s 
use of her intercessory work there; and thie leader 
of the prayer-meeting had asked Miss Vaughan to 
give the message this morning, She waited, as one 
after another was led out into praise and thanksgiv- 
ing and worship and intercession,- The minutes 
passed; still a volume of praise and prayer went up. 
Hymns were quietly sung, without announcement; 
and the prayer-meeting went on. After the hour was 
over the leader expressed his tegret to Miss Vaughan 
that she had not been given an opportunity for her 





message. “I am the most honored person in this 


-conference,” ‘was her quiet reply; “the Holy Spirit 


has taken my time on the program.” 

It was the Holy Spirit’s Conference, as was over- 
whelmingly shown to all. God seemed to be build- 
ing upon the blegsings he had so lavishly given at the 
earlier Victorious Life conferences of the summer. 
Praying “in the Spirit” became a frequent privilege 
and experience. How God rejoices to answer prayers 
offered’ by any of his children, in the Spirit, and in 
the name of Jesus! é 

Stop trying, and trust: that was the key-note of the 
conference. The key-note, that is, when we add the 
single word “Jesus.” Stop trying, and trust Jesus. 
Stop trying te help Jesus win your victories; praise 
him and trust him that he has won and is winning 
them all. . 

Rest, instead of restlessness, was what many a 
Christian found. Glad-hearted testimonies breathed 
restfulness in Christ. A young woman stenographer 
told, at a Vesper Service under the trees by the lake- 
side, how the earlier years of her business life had 
been lived under the constant pressure of speed, 
speed, speed. Whether in business school or com- 
mercial office, she was always urging forward to 
work harder and faster. Then she told how, step by 
step, God had brought her to see the very practical 
method of resting in Christ Jesus. Did she lose her 
speed as a stenographer? No; she consecrated it to 
the Lord for him to use as he would; and to-day she 
has the deserved reputation of being able to “take” 
the addresses of speakers whose messages are like 
chain lightning in their tumultuous speed! But she 
definitely commits every such reporting task in spe- 
cial prayer to the Lord Jesus; and she prays again 
before she transcribes her notes; and her steno- 
graphic service is being honored by God to readers 
the world around as souls are saved and Christians 
rescued through her reporting ministry.1 

God brought prepared people to the conference. A 
minister who had read about it wanted to attend, 
and commenced praying that he might. He had no 
money for the trip. Qne day, when he had finished 





1The volume containing the addresses of the three 
Victorious Life Conferences of this summer will consist 
chiefly of this worker’s stenographic reports, and will carry 
added blessing because of her prayer ministry in this work. 
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preaching in a certain church, he was handed twenty- 
five dollars for his services; the payment was en- 
tirely unexpected, and he said they owed him no such 
amount, but he was told that it was his. : 
later he received in the mail fifty dollars, with no in- 
timation of its sender. His wife’ told him that God 
certainly wanted him to attend the Cedar Lake Con- 
ference; and he started by way of another place 
where he was to spend a week or so of vacation first. 
As the time for the conference approached, he was 
tempted to stay right where he was for the remainder 
of his vacation, Then he saw what a sin of unbe- 
lief this would be; he went on to the conference; 
and the joy of his radiant testimony to his ng | of 
Christ as his sufficiency and rest and victory those 
who heard it will never forget. 

A young married woman had gone to Cedar’ Lake 
the week Solera the conference, solely for a vacation. 
She did not know that a Victorious Life Conference 
was to be held there. Attending some meetings dur- 
ing the days before the conference began, she was 
not pereunry interested, and had decided to leave 
on the Saturday when the conference itself opened. 
But she attended a conference meeting, and now she 
stayed on. Day by day she drank in all that she 
could of the messages and truths there given. The 
day came when she must leave. Theré were unan- 
swered questions that were troubling her; she asked 
one of the leaders for a personal interview. 

As they talked together, it came out that she had 
been “healed” by ristian Science. And she had 
been supposing, during that week of the conference, 
that the truth of victory in Christ arid the teachings 
of Christian Science were fundamentally the same! 
She was surprised, then startled, then shocked to 
learn of the abhorrent and blasphemous repudiations 
of the Word of God that are the foundations of 
“Science.” But she saw the truth. The Holy Spirit 


was clearly cooing to her; she went away rejoicing . 


in a new vision of her Lord, and saved from the 
deadly poison that she had been unconsciously 
taking in. 

Very clearly and fearlessly it was shown at this 
conference that Christian Science denies the reality 
of sin (a thing that God knows is so real that it cost 
him the life of his Son), denies the need of the 
atonement, denies the reality of the atonement 
through the shed blood of Jesus, denies the death of 
Christ, denies the resurrection of the body of Christ, 
denies the personality of the‘ Holy Spirit,—and with 
these denials leads souls away from the truth of 
a and the Gospel of Jesus Christ into death and 

ell. 

Christians were shown how to turn away from 
their unbelief and rest everything on Christ. A min- 
ister’s wife, hungering for victory, said despairingly 
to a friend that she knew that faith was the secret of 
victory, but she did not have the necessary faith, and 
could not get it. The friend asked her what she thought 
about Christ. She was sure that He was all right. 
Then her friend reminded her that she already had 
all the faith she needed, if she was sure of Christ. 
She had been making the mistake of looking at her 
faith, instead of looking at Jesus. She and many an- 
other Christian there were led to turn away from 
everything and every one else, and see Jesus only. 

Dr. Griffith Thomas told of the long-time search of 
the great missionary John G. Paton for a word to 
use for faith, or belief, when he was making a trans- 
lation of the Scriptures into the language of those to 
whom he was seeking to bring Christ. Apparently 
there was no native word for “believe.” For a long 
time Dr. Paton was well-nigh baffled. One day, while 
working on the translation, a native came into his 
study, and, tired out, flung himself down on a chair, 
rested his feet on another chair, and lay back full 
length, saying as he did so something about how good 
it was to lean his whole weight on those chairs. In- 
stantly Dr. Paton noted the word the man had used 
for “lean his whole weight on.” The missionary had 
his word for “believe”! He used it once, and there- 
after, in translating the Scriptures. Try it for your- 
self and see, in any verse that uses the word “be- 
lieve.” “For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever leans his whole 
weight on him should not perish, but have eternal 
life” (John 3:16). . “What must I do to be saved? 
... Lean thy whole weight on the Lord Jesus, and 
thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16: 30, 31). 

As belief is the secret of victory as well as of 
salvation, so leaning our whole weight on Jesus 
brings victory. Many a Christian at Cedar Lake 
wondered and rejoiced at the simplicity of it, as we 
all may do. 

. The victorious life can no more be selfish than 
Christ can be selfish. Therefore the victorious life 
is the missionary life. The day verse,chosen for 
Friday, at the end of the week, was this: “Pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he send forth 
laborers into his harvest” (Matt. 9: 38), but it had not 
been announced, and those at the ‘seven o’clock 
prayer-meeting that morning did not know what it 
was. A minister, who had been spending an hour in 
prayer in the tent before the seven o’clock meeting, 
now was led to intercede for the lost world. Miss 
Vaughan of China followed this prayer with inter- 
cession for each country, and pleaded with the Lord 


A little. 














to send forth laborers; she quoted Matthew 9: 38. 
One after another of those who were present prayed 
in a burden of intercession for missions; and all this 
in spite of the fact that few knew that missions was 
to be emphasized that day. But the Holy Spirit knew, 
and led on; the evening brought a great missionary 
meeting ; and victory encircled the world that night 
through intercessions that God gave and that 

will answer. 

On the’ closing Sunday afternoon came the “Say-so 
Meeting” of testimonies. In the first sixty minutes 
there were sixty testimonies, with songs and prayers 
interspersed. One man said that it only took a mo- 
ment to glance from the seventh chapter of Romans 
to the eighth; but he had been twenty years getting 
out of the life of struggle described in the seventh 
and into the restfulness and victory of the eighth. 

A minister confessed that God had shown him his 
own unbelief; and that while there had been some 
results in his ministry, “a few sick people healed,” 
Christ had been able to do no mighty works there be~ 
cause of his own unbelief. 

Another minister told of the sins of which the Holy 
Spirit had been convicting him, one of which was 


laziness, another meanness; and now, he said, God 
had been awakening him early every morning and he 
perl been Sr. soe the Ss eee 
fore the seven o’ prayer-meeting started. 


- A radiant testimony came from a woman who said 


that she was now trusting the Lord for victory and 
for the supply of her every need; and she 

come to this place of victory since the testimonies 
in that Say-so meeting had started. The Lord had 
showed her that the grace the others were testifying 
to belonged to her as well as to any one else; that 
it was foolish for her to wait longer before quietly_ 
taking God at his word. Another told how, coming 
to the conference on the opening Monday, he was 
under conviction by the time the first hymn was sung. 


Even at the close of this gprs testimony meet- 
ing quite a number took the step of complete sur- 
render and “leaned their whole weight on Christ.” 

Victory is “just Himself.” After yielding our 
lives utterly to his mastery, we are simply to believe 
on Jesus for all the rest. Shall we, if we have not 
yet done so, let God deliver us this moment from all 
unbelief in our Lord and Saviour? Shall we—if we 
must, be cautious and move slowly in the matter— 
do this by taking the five steps that Dr. Griffith 
Thomas urged ‘upon all? Here they are: 


I must believe. 
I “7 believe. 
can believe. 
I will believe. 
I do believe. 


For it is safe, and it is easy, and it is Victory, to 
believe Jesus. 





Lost Heathen and Lost Americans 

Your reply to the question, “Are the heathen lost?” 
(in the issue of September 7), is very satisfying accord- 
ing to God’s Word. It left me with only one wunan- 
swered question. You say, of the hedthen world which 
has never heard of Christ, “God will not condemn them 
for rejecting Christ. They are not lost because they 
have rejected Christ. They are ... lost beeause they 
have rejected and turned from the truth which God has 
revealed to them.” ‘Then are we to understand that 
those heathen who know nothing of Christ but who are 
worshiping God the Creator as revealed in the visible 
world, up to the limit of their light, are saved?—A Penn- 
sylvania Layman. 


“We before laid to the charge both of Jews and 
Greeks, that they are all under sin; as it is written, 
There is none righteous, no, not one; There is none 
that understandeth, There is none that seeketh after 
God; They have all turned aside, they are together 
become unprofitable; There is none that doeth good, 
no, not so much as one” (Rom. 3: 9-12). 

The consistent message of the opening chapters of 
Romans is that there is no heathen who has lived up 
to the revelation in the visible world, just as there 
is no Jew (save the Lord of Glory Himself) who has 
lived up to the revelation in the written law. And, 
“as many as have sinned without the law shall also 
perish without the law: and as many as have sinned 
under the law shall be judged by the law” (Rom. 
2:12). The testimony of the missionary to-day con- 
firms this verdict of the Word. There are no heathen 
living up to the light they have. Dan.Crawford said 
of the Africans he knew through his years of inti- 
mate touch with them: “The Pagans in the heart of 
Africa are sinning against a flood of light.” When 
Charles E. Scott was asked if he believed the heathen 
would be saved if he lived up to the light he had he 
replied that he had never-met one in China who was 
living up to his light. And more than that, they know 
they are not living up to the light they have. The 
conscience of the man without the revelation of the 
Word of God “excuses him or accuses him,” says the 
Word, but that same Word makes clear that there is 
no living man whose conscience has not accused him. 
That is why the Apostle can say through the Spirit, 
“All have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God,” 
and why he can say also, “they are without excuse.” 

But now comes this further question which puzzles 
the Pennsylvania layman, and which will continue to 
puzzle all who seek to unravel the mystery of sin be- 
fore God himself uncovers it: 

Could they have lived true to the light God gave them? 

And if they had, would they have been saved? 


Our first parents could have lived true te the light 
God gave them. They were not compelled to sin. Had 
they not sinned they would not have been “lost,” and 
the problem of the race would have been different. It 
is idle to speculate on such a possibility, however,. for 
we are met here by the fact that passes our under- 
Standing, that Christ is the Lamb “slain from the 
foundation of the world” and “was foreknown in- 
deed before the foundation of the world.” It was 
through one man, then, that sin entered the world 
and death through sin. And since sin entered there 





has been a real inability in man to respond to God’s 
revelation. If that be so, our human reasoning sug- 
gests, it is not the fault of the heathen that he cannot 
live up to his light. But the Word of God makes 
clear that death has passed .on all men not only be- 
cause of Adam’s sin, but “death passed unto all men, 
for that all sinned” (Rom. 5: 12). 

But there is this further truth to be remembered, 
that God’s Spirit seeks men in heathen lands as .in 
other lands, and when men are awakened by Him to 
a knowledge of their sin and the need of the true 
God they are on the road to salvation, a salvation 
that can be had through one Name and one only. 
They are not saved because by the Spirit they are 
seeking salvation; indeed they are seeking salvation 
because they are lost. Cornelius “is the Scriptural 
illustration of such a Gentile. Some think that 
Cornelius was saved because he prayed and gave 
alms and was a religious man; but of what use then 
to have Peter go to preach the Gospel to him? The 
Word distinctly says: “He [Cornelius], told us how 
he had seen the angel standing in his house, and say- 
ing, Send to Joppa,-and fetch Simon, whose surname 
is Peter; who shall speak unto thee words, whereby 
thou shalt be saved, thou and all thy house” (Acts 
II °13, 14). 

Just what happened in New Testament times is hap- 
pening to-day. Some time ago The Sunday School 
Times had the privilege of publishing the remarkable 
story of Charles E. Scott’s experience at the top of a 
Chinese mountain where he found a village in which 
the men had thrown away their idols, had taro 
from the heathen priests, and had formed a socie 
to meet together and seek after the true God. These 
men were not saved because they had thrown away 
their idols. They were lost men seeking salvation. 
They were seeking salvation because the -Spirit of 
God had quickened them. That same Spirit of God 
had quickened the missionary to go with the message. 
Where there is a Cornelius there is always a Peter. 
The men and women in that Chinese village were 
saved and brought into the family of God when 
Charles Scott preached unto them words whereby 
they were to be saved and their house. 

But what. about other Chinese villages? And what 
about the missionaries God called to China and to 
Africa who did not go? These questions must be 
left with God. 

Let it be remembered, however, that the problem of 
the lost heathen who has never heard of Christ is 
not essentially different from, the problem of the lost 
American who has nevet been quickened by the 
Spirit and given the faith whereby he can accept 
Christ. _Such questions bring one to the ultimate 
problems of why God permitted sin, and why he 
permits some men to be lost in the process of: bring- 
ing salvation to the whole universe. We cannot an- 
swer these questions, but we can. cry with Paul: “O 
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the 
kriowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past tracing out! For who hath 
known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his 
counsellor? ... To him be the glory for ever” (Rom. 
51 : 33-36). 
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LESSON FOR OCT. 6 (Gen. 12: 1-9) 


THE ‘SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 









- How Did Abraham the Prophet See Christ’s Day ? 


When he looked beyond Isaac on the altar, the 
cam in the thicket, and the smoke of Sodom 





“ 


YHEN God commanded Abimelech king of 
Gerar to restore Sarah to Abraham, He said, 
“for he is a pronpet, and he shall pray for 
thee, and thou shalt live.” Thus are we quite inci- 
dentally introduced to Abraham as a prophet. This 
aspect of Abraham is of poutine interest to the world 
since Jerusalem has fallen into the hands of our 
allies in war. A new interest has been awakened in 
the prophecies concerning the land and the seed of 
Abraham. = ; 
God made certain specific predictions as to the his- 
tory of Abraham’s immediate descendants: “Know 
of a surety that thy seed shall be sojourners in a land 
that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they 
shall afflict them four hundred years; and also 
that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and 
afterward shall they come out with at substance. 
. . . And in the fourth generation they shall come 
hither. again” (Gen. 15:13, 14, 16). ere are six 
definite predictions which were handed down to Abra- 
ham’s descendants. They believed in them. Before 
acob died in Egypt he said to Joseph, “But God will 
with you, and bring you again unto the land of 
“your: fathers.” Joseph kept alive this hope: “I die: 
but God will surely visit you, and bring you up out 
of this land unto the land which he sware to Abra- 
ham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” In due time Moses was 
born and prepared for his work. Then God appeared 
to him, declaring that He had seen the affli tions of 
his people in Egypt and that he was come down to 
deliver them. The stirring events of the exodus from 
Egypt and the story of the entrance into the Promised 
Land, fulfilling in every detail the promises made to 
Abraham, completely establish God’s right to desig- 
nate him as a prophet. 


Abraham's Title Deed to Canaan 


Coming to the unfulfilled prophecies. we find that 
some of the Lord’s people of to-day hesitate and dis- 
believe. Take, for example, the perpetual ownership 
of Canaan which was promised to Abraham: “For 
all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, 
and to thy seed for ever.” This promise; afterwards 

eatly enlarged, became the heritage of the nation. 

hey never were allowed to forget it. In God’s own 
time the Chosen Land will come again inte pos- 
session of the Chosen People. Temporary dispos- 
session, as at present, does not nullify ownership. 
Their equity in the land never has been taken away 
from them. Delay and the lapse of centuries have 
not overthrown God’s purposes. The four hundred 
years which were to intervene before Abraham’s de- 
scendants should be welded into a nation may have 
seemed long to them but not to God. It is just as 
easy for God now to gather His people from among 
all the nations whither He hs scattered them as it 
was to fetch them out of the land of Egypt after 
four hundred years. - 

Not only did God reveal the future to His prophet 
by word of mouth, but He also lifted the veil by 
means of visions and personal .experiences. Christ 
said, “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day.” 
Just as the prophet Hosea was caused to experience 
the shame of a disgraceful marriage in order to show 
.God’s experience with sinning Israel, so did God 
cause Abraham to know the sorrow of sacrificing his 
only son in order to reveal to him the Crucifixion 

ay. 

We need not enter into details of the sorrow which 
must have filled Abraham’s heart as he sternly yet 
lovingly proceeded to carry out instructions concern- 
ing the offering up of Isaac. The repugnance to the 
intended sacrifice was robbed of its horror only by 
the exalted sense of obedience to God. Whatever of 
agony possessed the prophet’s heart as he laid the 
wood of the burnt-offering upon Isaac while hé car- 
tied the fire and the knife was hidden by the halo of 
an act that was sublime. To the question of Isaac, 
“Behold, the-fire and. the wood: but where is the lamb 
for a burnt-offering?” Abraham by faith replies, 
“God will provide himself the lamb for the burnt- 
offering, my son.’ 

Herein is the essence of a new revelation. “God 
will provide himself the lamb.” This answer was not 
evasive, as some have imagined, but evidence of a 

owing faith. This faith is later rewarded with 

d’s approbation: “For now I know that thou 
fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy 
son, thine only son, from me.” By that supreme in- 
tent of sacrifice Abraham entered into the Father’s 
part of the Crucifixion Day. Christ’s part is typi- 
fied by the acquiescence of Isaac. 

Some expositors, not knowing the difference be- 
tween an old ram, whose horns caught in the thicket, 
and a lamb, have concluded that the sacrifice of the 
ram fulfilled the provisions of the prophecy that God 
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By Grant Stroh, D.D. 








this year’s development in Palestine, and $8,000.- 
000 for later work. Nearly $300,000 was sub- 
scribed by the Convention itself for establishing 
the National Bank of Palestine, to be modeled 


cured for a great university on the slopes of the 
Mount of Olives. The 8,000 Jewish soldiers now 
in Palestine are to remain as of the new 
national army of 100,000 troops, and 50,000 
American Jews, it was stated, are now in Egypt 
to join this Jewish Legion. Ancient Hebrew is 
to be the language. United States Supreme 
Court Justice Brandeis, Judge -Mack of Chicago, 
and Professor Amram of the University of Penn- 
sylvania, were on the committee to plan the 
policy and laws of the future Jewish republic. 








would provide himself a lamb. The name given to 


the place by Abraham, and the name by which it waS-~God._ 


afterwards known, gives a forward look to the 
promised Lamb which God would eventually provide. 
The place was named Jehovah-jireh, which means 
ehovah will see or provide. The tense is future. 
he ram was only a temporary substitute. Those 


‘who came after Abraham so understood the prophecy: 


“As it is said to this day, In the mount of Jehovah it 
shall be provided”; or, “In the mount of Jehovah he 
shall be seen” (R. -V., mar.). Upon this mount in- 
deed was both seen and provided “the Lamb of God, 
that taketh away the sin of the world.” Thus truly 
did Abraham in prophetic vision see the world’s 
Crucifixion Day, “My day,” as Christ declared in that 
discourse after the feast of tabernacles (John 8: 56). 

‘During this intensest experience of his life, Abra- 
ham also caught a vision of the Resurrection Day. 
This is not a matter of speculation. The writer of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews declares, “By faith Abra- 
ham, being tried, offered up Isaac: yea, he that had 
gladly received the promises was effering up his only 
begotten son; even he to whom it was said, In Isaac 
shall thy seed be called: accounting that God is ahle 
to raise up, even from the dead; from whence he did 
also in a figure receive him back.” So firm was the 
faith of Abraham in the prophecies concerning Isaac 


, that he believed that in order to fulfil them God would 


even raise Isaac from the dead. This belief was re- 
flected in Abraham’s promise to his servants: “Abide 
ye here with the ass, and I and the lad will go yonder ; 
and we will worship, and come again to you.” Abra- 
ham would not return alone. Isaac would live again; 
for how else could God fulfil his promises through 
him? This fact of resurrection no doubt was a pre- 
cious truth to Abraham as he looked beyond the sac- 
rifice, “accounting that God is able to raise up, even 
‘from the dead.” The necessity and fact of the resur- 
rection from the dead of Isaac, of Christ, of all who 
sleep in-him, is our most comforting and assuring be- 
al and was not denied to Abraham, prophet of 


God’s confidence in Abraham as a man worthy to 
be trusted with his secrets is shown in the divine 
monologue, “Shall I hide from Abraham that which I 
do; seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great 
and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth 
shall be blessed in him?” Then God revealed to his 
prophet the coming destruction of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah and the cities of the plain. The language por- 
trays their destruction as a direct judgment from 
God: “Then Jehovah rained upon Sodom and upon 
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from Jehovah out of 
heaven.” Similarly a divine judgment is still in store 
for this doomed earth of ours. 

As it Was in Lot’s Days, So— 

When Christ said that Abraham saw his “day” he 
unquestionably included that day which is so fre- 
quently described in the Old Testament as the “day of 
the Lord.” It is the day that “burneth as a furnace; 
and all the proud, and all that work wickedness, shall 
be stubble; and the day that cometh shall burn them 
up, saith Jehovah of hosts.” The destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah was a type of that coming day. 
Christ so prophesied: “Likewise even as it came to 
pass in the days of Lot; they ate, they drank, they 
bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; but in 
the day that Lot went out from Sodom it rained fire 





\ 


and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all: 
after the same manner shall it be in the day that the 
Son of man is revealed.” Thus in vivid prevision 


Abraham caught a glimpse of the coming of the 


fearsome Day of Judgment. 

Abraham was no pessimist. Nobody who knows 
God’s program for the world, and who has caught 
the prophetic vision of his kingdom, can be rightly 
classed as a pessimist. Our God is bound to triumph. 
While Abraham was still in Mesopotamia “the God 
of glory” appeared unto him. Such a God is not a 
God of defeat. Abraham saw beyond the present. 
His neighbors were Sodomites. All about were ido!- 
atry and moral corruption. The outlook was not 
hopeful. Nations rose against nations. Abraham 
himself once fought valiantly against four kings in 
order to rescue Tot and his family. Society was 
rotten. Twice when among strangers Abraham 
feared for the safety of his own life. 

Abraham was a pilgrim on the earth. Rich in gold 
and silver, in flocks and herds, yet he dwelt in tents. 
Possessed of great riches he was master of them, not 
slave. He walked with God and kept his eyes on the 
future: “For he looked for the city which hath the 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God.” 
Abraham’s faith leaped across the intervening mil- 
lenniums to the New Jerusalem which is yet to come 
down out of heaven from God and having the glory of 

Therein will be the throne of God oak of the 
Lamb. God will triumph. Abraham foresaw that 
he would, that he must. Wars will cease to the ends 
of the earth. Abraham the prophet had a steadying 
faith in the future. He saw the city with the foun- 
dations and knew that God would triumph. 

“In thee shall all the nations be blessed.” This 
blessing was to come chiefly through Christ, but not 
wholly. During the present dispensation this bless- 
ing is dispensed largely through the Church. But 
God has never abandoned his purpose to bless. the 
nations through the descendants of Abraham: “All 
the peoples of the earth shall see that thou art called 
by the name of Jehovah.” At present they are exiles, 
but God has not forgotten his covenant with them. 
God patiently awaits the time of their return unto 
him. Then he will turn their captivity, and have 
compassion on them, and multiply them above their 
fathers (See Deut. 30: 1-10). 


When the Blessing Comes in “Fulness” 


Both Psalms and Prophets are replete with descrip- 
tions of the blessings which all nations are to enjoy 
in connection with God’s manifold blessing upon 
Israel. A single quotation will suffice: “And many 
peoples shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up 
to the mountain of Jehovah, to the house of the God 
of. Jacob; and he will teach us af his ways, and we 
will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go 
forth the law, and the word of Jehovah from Jeru- 
salem. And he will judge between the nations, and 
will decide concerning many peoples; and they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruning-hooks; nation shalf not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” 
These are millennial conditions and belong to the 
coming age, for Christ said that wars should prevail 
unto the end of the present age. 

The Old Testament program of blessing for the 
nations has not been superseded by the Gospel. Ac- 
cording to James God is now visiting the Gentiles to 
take out a people for his name. After the Church is 
completed Christ will return and build again the taber- 
nacle of David, in order that the residue of men 
might be saved, even all the Gentiles (Acts 15: 14-18). 
The same program is also explained by Paul in the 
eleventh chapter of Romans. Temporarily the de- 
scendants of Abraham are rejected as a nation. “By 
their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles.” “If their 
fall is the riches of the world, and their loss the 
riches of the Gentiles ; how much more their fulness?” 
All Israel is yet to be saved, then will come the full 
salvation of the Gentiles. 

The fulness of ‘salvation for the nations comes not 
through the Church. The present collapse of civiliza- 
tion witnesses to the failure of the Church. But 
God’s purposes have not failed. We have not fully 
understood them, that is all. The fulness of bless- 
ing will surely come, in accordance with God’s pur- 
pose, through the descendants of Abraham. At the 
present time the blessing comes only through Abra- 
ham’s spiritual seed. But the Church is to be re- 
moved from the earth. Then the descendants of 
Abraham according to the flesh will again become 
ascendant, and through them God will carry out his 
original program of blessing upon all the nations of 
the earth, as he covenanted with Abraham. 
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Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








Me 


itt 


as cath ans Sanit tle Nie ote, Sle ion, and prayerfully 
studiously make his own brief markings. Use the ins of 
gaa Ee © Ss ie es Cee eee - give, or er 
eries of your own. Use u margins for quotations 
hints. The lower margins for [oh cuten and directions. 
side ins for exegetical notes and references. Name each 
beak, call outh heater af Noth book. Make the Book your 
ewn. “Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have I given unto you ” (Josh. | : 3). 
The following plan for marking is helpful : 
At the top of the page — topical notes. 
At the bott lytical notes, 


7 





Al the side—exegetical notes. 
Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 


~ 


Habakkuk . 


Prophet of Hope. Book of Light in Darkness 
Key-word: Faith 
Key-text: ‘‘The just shall live by his faith” (2 : 4) 
Outline: 


Chapter 1. Watch and see. 

Chapter 2. Stand and see. 

Chapter 3. Kneel and see (you see farthest on 
your seal 4 


This is the prophet who saw “Light in the dark- 
ness,” the motto of the Moravian brethren. Wicked- 
ness and wretchedness all about the seer, but as by 
faith he lifted his gaze, there was light ahead! It 
was the time of Chaldea’s supremacy and Israel’s low 
estate (630 B. C.), but the eyes of Habakkuk were 
unto the itts, and he caught the glinting of the light. 
He is the type of the true shepherd of the sheep, who 
in gloomy ‘aon ever lifts the heart of his people to 
the sure mercies of God. 

Habakkuk is the prophet who sang in the night, 
and he is to be remembered, if for nothing else, for 
the magnificent climax of ecstatic melody with which 
his prophecy closes: 

* Although the fig tree shall not blossom, 
Neither shall fruit be in the vines; 
The labour of the olive shall fail, 
And the fields shall yield no meat; 
The flock shall be cut off from the fold, 
And there shall be no herd in the stalls: 
Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 
I will joy in the Ged of my salvation!” 





Look up, beleaguered soul, and be glad in the 
Lord. 


Marginal Notes 

“To my mind the Bible is not true in spots, but 
true and trustworthy from beginning to end.”— 
David Burrell. 

“La foi est la premier grace, et la source de toutes 
les autres.” 

Kant and Fichte taught that God is necessary as a 
preliminary basis of thought. 

One not a Christian said, If there were no God, 
we would need to create one for the ends of society. 

Feed on the Word. Loss of appetite is as bad a 
symptom spiritually as it is physically. 

“The Spirit does not make us wise above what is 
written, but as to what is written.”—Chalmers. 

“ Joy, and temperance and repose, 


Slam the door on the doctor’s nose.” 
—Old German. 


“We are strangers on earth with God but nat to 


The just (Romans) shall live (Hebrews) by his 
faith (Galatians). An illuminated Scripture. 


Marked Texts 

“The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see” 
(1:1). The man of the far sight» Lord, give us 
more of them in the pulpit, and everywhere. 

“For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans” (1:6 cf. 2 
Chronicles 36). “The wicked work the righteous will 
of heaven.” 

“O Lord, thou hast ordained them for judgment; 
and, O mighty God [margin, Rock], thou hast estab- 
lished them for correction” (1:12). The nations 


are God’s object lessons, illustrating the moral law. 
“Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetousness to 
his house, that he may set his nest on high” (2:9). 
The sin of the profiteer—the man who in hard times 
“looks out for number one,” and thinks to “live on 
easy street.” 
“Revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the 
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midst of the years make known; in wrath remember 
— (3:2). The revival note. Bring it in— 
a" ere ve the hiding of his power” (3:4). Back 


“Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy 
ple, even for salvation with thine anointed” (3:13). 


of 


The hidden meaning of all God’s acts. The redemp- 
tion of God’s own is the clue to history. 
“He will make me to walk upon mine high places.” 
To the chief singer on my stringed instruments” 
(3:19). Catch the note, the high note of etic 
song. You get it at the glory throne,—nowhere else. 
n, OnI0. 


How One Church Follows its Soldiers 


Rendering spiritual and material help 
in a plan that works 


By J. G. Huizinga, M.D. 








Is the plan your church and Sunday-school is using to keep in touch with your 


soldier and sailor boys working out successfully ? 


Or is your church or school 


doing any definite organized work among the boys it has sent into the Army 


and Navy? The 


plan here given has proved a great blessing in the Central 


Reformed Church of Grand Rapids, Mich., where a hundred ‘‘ volunteers” are sending 


out their prayer-backed letters. 


Mr. Thomas E. Stephens, of the Great Commission 


Prayer League, in Chicago, wrote to Dr. Huizinga: ‘‘ Your plan strikes me as the 
most sensible and workable plan of any I have seen.” 


AT can: the ‘local or individual church do 
“for its sons in the Army or Navy? 

The churches as a whole are anxious to do 
something, and some of them have a well-defined pro- 
gram and are accomplishing much, perhaps all that 
could be done. But there are thousands who are do- 
ing little or nothing, not because they are indifferent 
but largely because no one has formulated for them 
a simple line of service whith they could undertake 
with reasonable assurance of a successful issue. 

It is for those that the following program is sub- 
mitted. It is not perfect; it is tentative. It can be 
altered or added to as much as special conditions 
may demand. All that is claimed for it is that it is 
workable, and according to the faithfulness with 
which it is carried out will be the good accomplished. 
It will be an effective method of following up the 
splendid achievements of the Young Men’s and Young 

omen’s Christian Associations, and the devotion 
and loyalty of denominational camp pastors and the 
regular army chaplains. 

he relationship between the home church and the 
soldier ought to be similar to the relationship be- 
tween the Christian parent and the child. If a son 
leaves home what does ‘the Christian parent do? 
Does he not first of all pray daily to God in behalf 
of the boy that he may be kept from harm, danger, 
sin, and evil? And then does he not frequently write 
him a létter about the home life, and full of newsy 
interest? Further, does he not occasionally send him 
a small present, especially on birthdays and holidays? 
And lastly, is this service to the boy away from home 
not a personal and individual one? Does not each 
member of the family want to do something ir his 
or her own behalf? Well, why not apply this pro- 
gram to the church, in this way: 


1. Ask the church for volunteers who are willing 
to assume a definite share in this service for a defi- 
nite period of time for a certain definite young man 
who has gone out from them? 


2. Assign one soldier or sailor boy to one such 
volunteer for say, three months, after which he may 
be assigned to another, and so on, making occasional 
changes so that the boy may have the benefit of the 
services of several different members of the church 
in regular rotation order. If these are forty soldiers 
there should be at least forty volunteers for a period 
of three months, to be followed by forty others for 
another three months. After a while the first forty 
would again be asked to serve. The volunteer is ex- 
pected to perform the following duties in behalf of 
his charge: 


1. Pray daily and specifically for him, and who 
would not do that? 

2. Write a letter at least once a month. Never 
mind whether the letter is answered or not, write 
anyway. Remember soldiers are not situated so 
that they can write whenever they want to. Do not 
write slobbering, silly, sentimental letters, but those 
that are cheery, newsy, and encouraging. Every one 
can write, and even the little ones’ letters are highly 
appreciated. 


3. Send an occasional.small book, paper, magazine, 
or tract, especially such as have a distinct religious 
or moral message. If possible remember them with 
special gifts on special occasions. 


4. Take sufficient interest in his family at home to 
see to it that they receive assistance in case of need, 
or that sympathy be bestowed in case of misfortune. 


This program should be entrusted to a regular 
committee, who will take sufficient interest in the 
work to supervise its general execution, making 
arrangements for all rotations, keeping an up-to-date 
list of names and addresses of all soldiers and sailors, 
and requiring a report from every volunteer at least 
once every. three months. These reports should be 
tabulated and the resux3 communicated to the con- 


gregation, which might be made the occasion of a 
special patriotic service, and in case of any deaths 
might be of a memorial character. 

What if the church does not do this or something 
similar to this? What happens to the boy away from 
home if the home folks completely ignore him, never 
write him a letter, never remember his birthdays, or 


other special occasions? ‘Will he not lose all interest * 


in his home and in those who are so careless and in- 
different to him? 

What is true of the boy in relation to his home is 
even more true in relation to his church. Church ties 
are not as strong as home ties. When these are once 
broken the difficulty of re-establishing them is in- 
creased tenfold. Can the churches of America stand 
the strain of the loss of thousands of young men 
when that loss is entirely preventable? The ques- 
tion of looking after the interests of these young 
men is therefore not only a patriotic one, not ‘only a 
missionafy one, but quite as much one of self-preser- 
vation for the churches themselves. God grant that 
the churches may awake to the awful responsibility 
as well as the tremendous opportunity. 

This letter is a sample of the letter that should 
accompany the first letter sent by’a volunteer letter- 
writer to a soldier: 


Granp Rapips, Micu., Juty 24, 1918. 
Mr. (Soldier’s name) 
? (and address) : 

Dear Frienp.—Our church has inaugurated a pre- 
gram of action by which we will try to keep in touch 
with all of our boys in the government service. You 
will receive letters from time to time, and will be 
particularly remembered in our daily prayers. For 
the following three months this service of prayer and 
correspondence and encouraging your family at home 
will be the special duty of, 

(Volunteer’s name and address) 
who is hereby introduce@ to. you. 

We are going to remember you every day, and 
sincerely hope that your earnest efforts in behalf of 
our country may be rewarded by an early and right- 
eous victory and peace. When. you return from the 
service you will find our latch-string out waiting for 
you, and we want you to give us a chance to show you 
how much we appreciate what you have done. bod 
bless and keep you safe until we meet again. 

Cordially yours, 
Committee. 


This letter goes to the volunteer, from the com- 
mittee. On the letter.is printed the passage, “Inas- 
much as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these, my brethren,, ye have done it unto me”: 


To the Special Volunteer Service of the 
Central Reformed Church. 


Granp Rapips, MIcH. 


Dear Frienp.—You have been enrolled as a Special 
Service Volunteer in behalf of our soldiers and 
sailors. The committee thanks you most cordially for 
your response to its appeal. For the following three 
months ending December 1, 1918, you are expected to 
look after the interests of 

(Soldier’s name and address). 


SpPEcIAL INSTRUCTIONS. 


First and most important, pray daily for him. The 
only power on earth that can move heaven favorably 
is prayer. : 

econd, write to him at least one letter a month, 
more if possible. Never mind if you receive no an- 
swer, write anyway. Soldiers cannot always write 
or even mail their letters. 

Third, occasionally send a small book, ‘paper, pam- 
phlet, tract, or magazine, especially such as have a 
moral or religious message. Do not send trash. .. An- 
ticipate birthdays and holidays by special letters and 


gifts. 
Fourth, remember the family at home both in your 
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LESSON FOR OCT. 6 (Gen. 12 : 1-9) 
wets and other ministry. Be sure to calt on them 
case of need or misfortune, and urge others to do 


‘Address of Family, - 
If for any reason you cannot carry out this pro- 
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gram or need assistance in doing so or desire an ex- 
change, please notify the secretary of the committee 
at once. The committee depends entirely on your 
devotion and loyalty. May richly bless you in 
this service. 
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That Thirty-Day Teacher-Training Drive 


How your school may fall into line with the plan of the Council of 
Evangelical Denominations for observing Teacher-Training Sunday 
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States and da have arranged a simulta- 

neous drive, which began the middle of Septem- 
ber and which will last for thirty days, to establish 
teacher-training .classes in the Sunday-schools of 
North America ay a permanent and normal part of 
the school’s wor 

All denominations are convinced that the work of 
the Sunday-school should be on a high educational 
basis, and be true to the best educational principles. 
As a first step in this program of progress it is neces- 
sary to have trained teachers who will understand 
three things: the pupils to be taught, the principles 
of teaching, and the material for teaching. For this 
reason the denominations are working together for 
the promotion of teacher-training as part of the Sun- 
day-school program. ‘a A 

he celebration of “Teacher-Training Sunday 
marked the beginning of the drive. This was observed 
about September 15 everywhere. But if your school 
has not observed a Teacher-Training Sunday, nor en- 
tered upon this Teacher-Training Drive, it 1s not too 
late to do so. You may begin now and continue 
through the month of October. 

All the Sunday-school agencies are behind this 
drive. The Sunday School Council of Evangelical 
Denominations is directing it. The International 
Sunday School Association has approved it. The 
State Sunday School Associations are co-operating 
in it, and the Church Boards of Sunday-schools are 
definitely committed to it and are promoting it. 

Prompt and intelligent action on the part of local 
Sunday-schools is now the essential feature. Word 
of this drive and denominational plese for promot- 
ing it have probably been passed down from the 
Residay-pchoot headquarters to all Sunday-school 
superintendents, but if any superintendent has not re- 
ceived full instructions he should at once communi- 
cate with his Sunday-school board so that his school 
may be definitely and actively in this effort for better 
Sunday-school work through better Sunday-school 
teachers. 


Teacher-Training Sunday 


A program has been prepared for Teacher-Training 
Sunday, which, if used, will make the day a pretty 
full one, but it will result in a great success. For 
the observance of that day the following program is 
suggested : 

1. Each minister is requested to preach at the 
morning service on some subject dealing with “train- 
ing for leadership” or “teacher-training a national 
necessity.” A suggestive outline for this sermon has 
been prepared and any minister can secure a copy 
by applying to the Sunday-school board of his church. 

2. It is proposed that a Union Sunday-school 
Workers’ Conference should be held at a free hour 
on Sunday afternoon. 

The purpose of this conference is to bring together 
all tae Sunday-school workers of the community for 
a candid and thorough consideration of the local Sun- 
day-school situation, and to determine what should be 
done at once to strengthen the schools for their future 
work. The workers should study the matter and take 
some step to meet the observed needs. 

The burden of making the Sunday-school effective 
rests on the teachers and officers. They must, there- 
fore, be adequately prepared for their work. This 
preparation means the teaining of teachers, and this 
conference will consider how teacher-training can be 
done in the local churches and the community. 

3. In the evening a union mass meeting or a local 
platform meeting, should be held. 

The purpose of this meeting is to awaken enthusi- 
asm and secure volunteers who will enrol! in the 
teacher-training classes in the local Sunday-school, 
and also to stimulate those who can and are qualified 
for it, to undertake to teach these classes that are to 

formed. 

At this inspirational platform meeting there may be 
one speaker or more. If there is but one speaker 
his theme would naturally be “training for leader- 
ship.” If there are other speakers, the following sub- 
jects are suggested: 

“What we fight for,—The Children.” 

“The place of the Sunday-school in making 
America what it is and what it should be. 

“The greatest need of the Church to-day—trained 
leaders in religious education.” 


Tse evangelical denominations of the United 





If this program is carried out pully Teacher-Train- 
ing Sunday will be a memorable day in the life of 
any church. 
Teacher-Training Literature 

To advance the teacher-training drive, a full series 
of explanatory leaflets has been prepared by the 
Teacher-Training Drive Committee of the Sunday- 
School Council. These are to be used in conjunction 
with other literature prepared by the respective church 
boards. This general literature is as follows: 


1. An Outline of Method.—A four-page leaflet that 
describes the Teacher-Training Drive, what it is for, 
when it should be carried out, the forces behind it, 
plans of publicity, the use of Teacher-Training Sun- 
day, the Workers’ Conference, the Conservation Con- 
ference, and the System of Enrollment. 


2. The Sunday-school Must Help Win the War.— 
A brief announcement of a workers’ conierence to 
precede Teacher-Training Sunday, and a statement 
of the reasons therefor. 

3. Teacher-Training Sunday.—A twelve-page leaflet 
describing Teacher-Training Sunday and how to use 
the day to the best advantage. It contains full de- 
— instructions for every proposed feature of the 

ay. 

4 Workers’ Conference Program.—This is a pro- 
gram suggested for the direction of the Workers’ 
Conference that should precede Teacher-Training 
Sunday. It is brief, concise, and comprehensive and 
indicates exactly what should be done in order to 
prepare the nsaiee Sint for Teacher-Training Sunday. 

5. Teacher-Training a National Necessity —A ser- 
mon outlined suggesting text, theme, and treatment 
for a sermon at the morning service on Teacher- 
Training Sunday. 

6. Why the Teacher-Training Drive—A four-page 
leaflet describing the timeliness and present necessit 
for this simultaneous teacher-training drive in all 
the evangelical denominations of America. 

7. The Value and Need of Teacher-Training in the 
Local Sunday-school_—In two pages the author gives 
three reasons why the work of training Sunday-school 
teachers should be a permanent feature in every local 
Sunday-school in North America, and he satisfac- 
torily answers some of the questions that may be 
asked concerning this particular time and relation for 
the teacher-training class. 


8. Program for the Conservation Conferences.— 
As a program was prepared for. the Workers’ Con- 
ference before Teacher-Training Sunday, a program 
has been prepared also for the Conservation Confer- 
ence to be held about ten days after Teacher-Training 
Sunday. With careful detail the necessary steps for 
this Conservation Conference have been outlined. 


9. Training for Leadership—This is a card on 
which persons desiring to enrol for the class in the 


local church may indicate their ‘purpose. This card. 


should be circulated widely in connection with the 
various meetings on Teacher-Training Sunday, and 
interested persons should be urged to sign up for the 
classes that are to be formed. 

All of this literature may be secured by any Sun- 
day-school worker from the office of his Church Sun- 
day-school Board. 


Little Mothers from the Training Class 


tT. training class teacher knew that she must 
find a way to bring her pupils into close touch 
with the religious life of.some children in erder to 
give them the practical experience they needed in their 
teacher-training work. She thought over her pupils, 
and considered their home life and their opportuni- 
ties for knowing well any little children. Then she 
thought of her own crowded days and felt that she 
would not be able to find the way alone. 

Across the street the superintendent of the Begin- 
ners Department was also wrestling with a problem. 
She knew how much more the home and the mother 
can do for the religious life of the child than the 
Sunday-school and the teacher can do. She thought 
of her pupils, and considered their homes and the lack 
of definite, purposeful religious training in most of 
these homes. Then-~she opened her new teachers’ 
magazine and glanced hastily through its pages until 
she came to a page containing “Parents’ Weekly Cal- 
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endar.” At that page she stopped and considered. 
There in a few-short lines .were explicit directions for 
parents who were willing to help impress the truths 
taught in the Sunday-school. She knew that she 
had found something which she wished to use in her 
department, but she did not see how it could be done. 
It would be impossible to send copies of the maga- 
zine to each parent. Just then her telephone bell rang. 
“You have been so enthusiastic about the ws 
class that I more than half suspect you of wanting 
to furnish ne some Beginners teachers,” she heard 
the voice of her friend the training class teacher call 
over the wire. “But whether or not you have any 
such selfish motive, you must help me out now. My 
girls cannot get their training without personal con- 


ct. 

“Well, I'll just take over your entire class right 
now as helpers,” was the quick reply. “Can you let 
me have them one afternoon each month, and will you 
invite me to the next class meeting?” 

“I’m _ coming right across now to hear about it. 
May I?” the training class teacher asked. 

Vou certainly may,” agreed her friend. 

“Here is just what I have been wanting for my 
children to take to their mothers,” the Beginners su- 
pefintendent said, “but I did not know how I was 
going to manage to get the copies made. It is just 
the thing for your pupils to do. They can in a little 
while print these cards, or type them.” 

“That’s all very well,” was the response, “but I 
have asked you to bring my girls into contact with 
children, toll you reply by giving them cards to copy. 
Oh, the cards are all right and the girls will be glad 
to make them for you, I am sure. In the meantime 
they will be learning more about Beginners work than 
I would teach them in a dozen lessons.” 

“But that is not all my lan,” continued the Be- 
ginners superintendent. “I believe the girls will not 
make a half dozen cards without wanting to try out 
the directions they copy, and I am willing to let them 

ractise on some of my children. Two of your girls 

ave brothers in my department, and five of my pupils 
have no one to follow with them this calendar. Each 
of your girls will have one child as her charge. On 
the afternoon when we meet I will go over the whole 
month’s program with them. We will have the story, 
the game, and the song. I will tell them also some- 
thing.of the program for our department on Sunday. 
Oh, I’m eager to get started. We are going to have 
some good times together, if the girls will agree to 
our plan.” 

“No question about that after you talk to them,” 
the girls’ teacher assured her. “I just wish I could 
be with you those afternoons,” 

The girls were eager to try the plan. -They are now 
genuinely interested in the work. They take great 
pride in the work. They take great pride in preparing 
the calendars, and are faithful.in delivering them to 
the homes of the absentees. Each week they call on 
their various charges two or three times, just for a 
few moments of play, or for telling a story. The Be- 
ginners superintendent is noticing the results from 
the intelligent co-operation of home and Sunday- 
school, and feels that her teachers, having tried the 
plan of using the calendars, will agree to do the extra. 
work of making them after the girls must stop for 
other work, though for six months the girls are to be 
Beginners helpers. The training class teacher is sat- 
isfied that her pupils are learning as much from this 
work as from their books, and at the same time de- 
veloping. some very beautiful traits of character.— 
Frances L. Grigsby, Louisville, Ky- 


ie 


How a Cradle Roll Department Helped 
Uncle Sam 


RS. J. &. KING, superintendent of the Cradle 
Roll Department of the largest Cradle Roll in the 
state of Kansas, that of the First Baptist Sunday- 
school of Kansas City, decided that the little ones 
might create a missionary fund and also help “Uncle 
Sam” at the same time. Accordingly she invited the 
babies to contribute twenty-five cents each toward 
the purchase of “Baby Bonds.” Not every family 
was approached, as some she knew were unable to 
make even this small contribution, but the majority 
of the parents were glad of the opportunity to assist. 
She expects to buy twelve “Baby Bonds,” which in 
five years will amount to sixty dollars. This money 
is to be used in missionary work for children under 
four years of age only. 
This same idea might be tried by other superin- 
tendents, and a Cradle Roll missionary fund started 
now.—Ehzabeth Williams Sudlow, Rock Island, Ill. 


Have you a “Wet or Dry” campaign on hand where 
you live? As your most telling document, which may 
save the day for the “Drys,” get the notable pam- 
phlet giving Secretary Daniels’ own intimate story 
of “Why I Issued the-Wine Mess Order.” It may be 
had from The Sunday School Times Company at 
2_cents each, 20 cents a dozen, or $1 per hundred, 
copies. (same rate for fifty or more), postpaid, 
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LESSON I. OCTOBER 6. ABRAM LEAVING HOME 


Genesis 12: 1-9 
Golden Text.—Be thou a blessing.—Genesis 12 : 2 





The Lesson Pilot 


Getting Started in Class 
HERE is a pleasing story of how the father of 
Matthew Henry, the commentator, won his 
bride. He was a Presbyterian minister, she an 
only daughter, and the Heiress of a considerable for- 
tune. Her father objected. “You see,” he said to his 
daughter, “he may be a perfect gentleman, a brilliant 
scholar, and an excellent preacher; but he is a 
stranger, and we do not even know where he comes 
from!” “True,” replied the girl, with all the acumen 
and insight that her great son afterwards displayed, 
“but we know where he is going, and I should like 
to go with him!” 
Do others have confidence in us because they know 
we are led of God? 


Our Background Material 

When the dispensation of Innocency ended as a re- 
sult of the Fall, man emerged into the dispensation 
of Conscience, when he “was responsible to do all 
known good, to abstain from all known evil, and to 
approach God through sacrifice.”. Man was then 
placed under the Adamic Covenant, the elements of 
which are the serpent, as Satan’s agent, cursed (Gen. 
3:14); the first promise of a Redeemer (3:15), who 
came through the “highway of the seed”—Adam, 
Seth, Noah, Shem, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, 
David; the changed state of woman (3:16); the 
curse upon the earth (3:17); the inevitable sorrow 
(3:17); burdensome work (3:18, 19); and death 
(3: 19; yoo he 12-21). ° , 

After the flood man is placed under the Noahic 
Covenant and in the dispegsation of Human Govern- 
ment. The judicial taking of human life, enjoined in 
Genesis 9:5, 6, implies all other powers of govérn- 
ment. The Scofield Bible says, “Man is responsible 
to govern the world for God. That responsibility 
résted upon the whole: race, Jew and Gentile, until 
the failure of Israel under the Palestinian Covenant 
(Deut. 28 to 30: 1-10) brought the judgment of. the 
captivities, when ‘the times of the Gentiles’ (see 
Luke 21:24; Rev. 16:14) began, and the govern- 


ment of the world passed exclusively into Gentile 


hands (Dan. 2: 36-45; Luke 21:24; Acts 15: 14-17). 
That both Israel and the Gentiles have governed for 
self, not God, is sadly apparent. The judgment of 
the confusion of tongues ended the racial testing; 
that of the captivities the Jewish; while the Genttle 
testing will end in the smiting of the image (Dan. 2) 
and the judgment of the nations (Matt. 25: 31-46). 
“The elements of the Noahic Covenant are: “The 
relation of man to the earth under the Adamic Cove- 
nant is confirmed (Gen. 8:21); the order of nature 
is confirmed (Gen. 8:22); human government is ¢€s- 
tablished (Gen. 9: 1-6) ; earth is secured against an- 
other univeral judgment by water (Gen. 8: 21; 9:11) ; 
a prophetic declaration is made that from Ham will 
descend an inferior and servile posterity (Gen. 9: 24, 
25); a prophetic declaration is made that Shem will 
have a peculiar relation to Jehovah (Gen. 9: 26, 27). 
All divine revelation is through Semitic men, and 
Christ, after the flesh, descends from Shem; a 
prophetic declaration is made that from Japheth will 
descend the ‘enlarged’ races (Gen. 9:27). Govern- 


ment, science, and art, speaking broadly, are and have. 


been Japhetic, so that history is the indisputable 
record of the exact fulfillment of these declarations.” 

The first eleven chapters of Genesis are introduc- 
tory, giving the history of man as God dealt with the 
race as a whole, and cover a great deal of ground in 
small space as compared with the remaining chapters 
devoted to the called out race and its father. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

It is not very easy to say whether Abram was 
right in taking members of the family along, when 
God had told him to leave his ‘kindred and his 
father’s- house. Mrs. Askew (3) thinks that Abram 
was thus “providing for his own,” as believers are 
enjoined to do in 1 Timothy 5:8. Is it probable, how- 
ever, that Terah was dependent upon Abram for 
his support? 

Lot was a righteous man (2 Pet. 2:7), and it is 
difficult to say outright that he should have been left 
behind if he had accepted the true God, and yet was 
he not one of the kindred from whom God told 
Abram to separate? Later ori Abram actually 
did have to separate from Lot. 

The very name of Terah means “delay,” and the 
years at Haran seem plainly to have been wasted. 

Abram never did fully obey God and get into 
the place where God wanted him to be until the old 


Devotional : Heb. 12: " 
Additional Mocenl for Teaches go 11 : 297-32; Heb. 11: 8-10. 


Primary and ior Topic : Abrom Obeying God. 
ot Roel + pans Verse : All that Jehovah hath spoken will 
we do, and be obedient.—Exod. 24 : 7. 


Topic : ving Home. ; 
Memory Verses : Gen. 12; 1, 2. 
Senior and Adult Topic: Heeding the Call to a Life of 


e. 
Additional Material; Mark 10: 42-45; Acts 13: 1-4; 26: 
15-19. 











1 Now Jehovah said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy 
countfy, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, 
unto the land that I will show thee: 2 and I will make of 
thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy 
name great; and be thou a blessing: 3 and I will bless them 
that bless thee, and him that curseth thee will I curse: and 
in thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 4 So 
Abram went, as Jehovah had spoken unto him; and Lot 
went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old 
when he departed out of Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai 
his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their substance 
that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten 
in. Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of 
Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came. 6 And 
Abram passed through the land unto the place of Shechem, 
unto the ! oak of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the 
land. 7 And Jehovah appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto 
thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar 
unto Jehovah, who appeared unto him. 8 And he removed 
from thence unto the mountain on the east of Beth-el, and 
pitched his tent, having Beth-el on the west, and Ai on the 
east: and there he builded an altar unto Jehovah, and 
called upon the name of Jehovah. 9 And Abram journeyed, 
going on still toward the * South. 


10Or, terebinth ?Heb. Neceb, the southern tract of 
Judah. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








man died. It takes death to break the ties which hold 
us down to this present evil world. _In the reckoning 
of God the old man of our sinful fleshly nature was 
crucified in Christ, and God wants us to make this 
wonderful fact good in our own experience by defi- 
nitely reckoning ourselves dead to sin (Rom. 6:11); 
by putting off the old man, and putting on the new— 

utting off Adam and putting on Christ (Col. 3: 8-14; 
Eph. 4:24). See Dr. Griffith Thomas (III, 5). 

Just how the “God of glory” appeared to Abram 
we cannot tell (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 1). Is there 
a possible clue in Psalm 29: 3, where one way in which 
the God of glory speaks is mentioned? It is not im- 
portant for us to know, for the silences of the Word 
of God are just as much inspired as the spoken words. 
But we do know that by obeying those first calls, the 
second of which. we have in the beginning of this 
lesson, Abram got to a place where God personally 
appeared to him (Gen. 12:7; 17:1; 18:1). And 
what wonderful visions of God’s purposes he had! 
Dr. Stroh’s revealing article on page 515, “How Did 
Abraham tthe Prophet See Christ’s Day?” is most 
helpful. 

Does the first name that the father of the Hebrew 
race bore throw any light on his early training? Mr. 
re (2) discusses this, and since we are told in 
Joshua 24:2 that Terah was an idolater Mr. Rogers’ 
class thought perhaps it was Abram’s mother who 
held fast to the godly traditions that came out of the 


ark with Noah. See also Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 3.) 


Just why did God select Abram out of all the 
people in the idolatrous world to be the father of 
the chosen people? Mrs. Askew (1) thinks that God 
was doing a preparatory work in the heart of Abram 


“and getting him ready to hear the call. 


Is there a church or Sunday-school service flag 
within eyeshot of your class? Mrs. Bryner (1) sug- 
gests using it to illustrate how the soldiers and 
sailors of your church or school have obeyed-the call 
of their country. Mr. Rogers (1) uses the same plan 
for introducing the lesson to his boys, and asks if 
Abram was not a drafted man. 

What dull pupils we all are! How slow we are to 
begin our work for God! Abram was seventy-five 
when God called him. Mrs. Askew (2) suggests 
that God will lead us into our new life-work just 
as soon as we have learned what he has to teach us 
in our present place. 

Dr. Griffith Thomas (III, 4) points out how leav- 
ing home may help to develop latent power, and he 
shows (III, 4) how God always provides grace for 
those who go alone with him. 

Mrs. Bryner (2) suggests indicating Abram’s 
journey on a sand-table, or blackboard. A blackboard 
or a map would be most helpful to older students, 
too. No better help of this kind can be used than 
MacCoun’s Bible Atlas (to be had from L. L. Poates 
and Company, 22 North William Street, New York, 
at $1, without text; $1.50 with text). “After leaving 
Haran Abram probably crossed the Euphrates at 
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Bir, and passed on through Haleb. (the modern 
Aleppo) into the Orontes valley,” and then on south. 
Note also Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2). : 

Call the attention of the class to God’s sevenfold 
promise to Abram in the second apd third verses 
(Dr. Griffith, Thomas, I, 1). Mr. Rogers (3) sug- 
gets three great lessons from Abram’s pilgrimage. 
When a man obeys God’s word to go to the place 
that God has prepared for him (Eph. 2:10) God 
will undertake to get him there (Illustration Round- 
Table, 1). 

In the Platform talk, Mr. Howard is impressed with 
the great significance in that little. sentence, “So 
Abram went.” He yielded a hearty obedience to God. 
Are we as ready to obey God immediately as was that 
stoker to obey his country when he got his call to 
the colors (Round Table, 2); or as that member of 
_the discouraged mission board? (Round-Table, 3.) 

It costs something to obey God fully, as men count 
cost, but God more than recompenses us, as Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas (IV, 6) shows in his thorough study 
of what Abram’s faith meant for him. Such sur- 
render and such trust as Abram yielded to God 
means—and we say it reverently—something to: God, 
too. God loves the man who erects the altar (IHus- 
tration Round-Table, 4; John 4:24; Eph. 1: 18). 

When God undertakes for us we cannot fafl. “They 
went forth to go into the land of Canaan, and into the 
land of Canaan they came” (v. 5). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


The only life that God can bless, and make to be a 
blessing, is the separated life. Separation is one of 
the vital words in the Christian life. “Come ye out 
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the 
Lord,” said Paul. (2 Cor. 6:17). 

“If the cross has come between me and my sin, it 
has just as really come between me and the world.” 

Separation should be from whatever is contrary to 

the mind. of God, and also unto God himself. How 
can we live in an evil world and yet be separated 
from it? We cannot avoid contact with evil, but we 
donot need to have complicity with and conformity to 
it (John 17:15; 2 Cor. 6: 14-18; Gal. 6:1). 
_ Abram is an illustration of the kind of separa- 
tioh God wants. He found the Canaanites still in the 
land, but he dwelt in tents, apart from the idolaters 
about him. He would not take from the king of 
Sodom (Gen. 14:23), “a thread or a shoelatchet.” 
Lot is an example of the failure of a righteous man 
to live a separated life. 

Abram reaps the wonderful reward of a sepa- 
rated life, and Paul tells what these rewards are for 
the Christian (2 Cor. 6:17, 18), “I will receive you, 
and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my 
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” Mrs. 
Askew (4) quotes from a letter by a pilgrim who has 
discovered the deep meaning of the separated life. 
Teaching Points 

It is impossible for God to bless and use fully any 
believer who is in compromise with evil. 

As. a boat. floats in the water, but is not “of it,” so 
is a believer in the world, but not of it. 

Abram (v. 7) builded an altar, and (v. 8) pitched 
his tent. There is an intimate connection between the 
“ghurch and the home. Is there a church in your 
house, as in Philemon’s? (Philemon 2.) 

God has wonderfully kept his promise to bless the 
individual or nation who.is kind to the Jew. Biog- 
raphy and history abundantly illustrate this fact 
(Ridgway, 1). 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

How complete was Abram’s call? (Isa. 51: 2.) 

What seven things did God promise to do for 
Abram? 

How have these promises been fulfilled? 

Have these promises been completely fulfilled? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
Suggestions and questions are for the mémbers’ own 
preparation.] 

Abram Helping Lot (Gen. 13 : 5-11; 14: 14-16). 

There were four steps in Lot’s backsliding. The 
first two are given in this lesson. Covetousness led 
Lot to compromise. And it was not very long after 
Lot settled in the well-watered plain of the Jordan 
that he “pitched his tent toward Sodom,” the second 
step in his backsliding.. What were the other steps? 

What should have been Lot’s choice when Abram 
made his generous offer? 

What happens wken a man goes deliberately into a 
place where God does not want him? 

Where is your tent now pitched? 








































































































LESSON FOR OCT. 6 (Gen, 12 : 3-9) 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





as ae Pg *. aeecated by the title and 
opening word, is a. ° innings,” its purpose 
being to set forth the origin of God’s religion of re- 
demption, with the earth as its place and man as its 
subject. The book has a literary structure with an 
introduction and eleven sections headed, “These are 
the generations” or “the book of the generations” 
There is also a spiritual structure in three sections, 
which Dr. Campbell Morgan has well termed Genera- 
tion, chapters 1, 2; Degeneration, chapters 3 to 11; 
and Regeneration, chapters 12:to 50. The keynote is 
struck in 1:1: “In the beginning God.” 

At chapter 12 Genesis commences a new departure, 
leaving the consideration of the entire race, and con- 
centrating on one man as the medium of the Divine 
purpose. The earlier chapters are like a preface and 
are remarkably fragmentary compared with the ful- 
ness of the story. about Abram and his seed. The 
introductory chapters show how redemption was 
needed, because of the sin of the race, and then comes 


“this great section showing God’s method of salvation 


through the instrumentality of one man and his 
family. ~ 

The lesson on the stories of the patriarchs will be 
of special interest, because so much of the Bible is 
given in the form of biography. We are enabled to 
see life as it really is and how God revealed himself 
to man and how man lived his life in the presence 
and under the guidance of God. These early records 
are particularly valuable as showing that, notwith- 
standing all differences of circumstances and condi- 


‘tions, human nature in relation to Divine realities is 


much the same in all ages. 


Time.—The ordinary chronology gives 1921 B. C. 
for Abram’s call, though Dr. Willis J. Beecher favors 
1928 B. C. 

Books for Study.—Among the many books avail- 
able on Genesis, of which a pretty complete list was 
given in The Sunday School Times, 1912, p. 838, 
the following are the most likely to be generally use- 
ful: “An American Commentary on the Old Testa- 
ment” has a volume on Genesis, by Goodspeed and 
Welton (American Baptist Publication Society, Phila- 
delphia, $2) ; and the volume on Genesis in the “Pul- 
pit Commentary,” by Whitelaw (Funk and Wagnalls 
Company, New York City, $2), is also valuable. An- 
other helpful book is “Studies in the Book of Gene- 
sis,” by Pratt (American Tract Society, New York 
City, 75 cents). The present writer’s devotional com- 
mentary on Genesis, in three volumes, also covers these 
lessons (Fleming H. Revell Company, New York 
City, each volume, $1). Reference may also be made 
to the volume called “Hebrew Ideals,” by James 
Strachan (Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York, $1.35), 
covering chapters 12 to 50. They are critical in stand- 
point, but often most valuable in regard to ethical 
application. “Messages for the Morning Wateh,” by 
C. G. Trumbull, is a book of devotional studies in- 
tended for personal use (The Sunday School Times 

$1). The best one-volume Bible Dic- 
tionary is “A Dictionary of the Bible,” edited 
by John D. Davis (Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia, $2.50). Books of biography will be mentioned 


from time to time as needed. Three on Abram 


are “Abraham,” by F. B. Meyer (Revell, 60 cents) ; 

“The World of Faith and the Everyday. World,” by 

Funcke (Methodist Book Concern, New York City, 

1.50) ; “Abraham, the Friend of God,” by Oswald 
es. . 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 

The Divine Revelation (vs. 1-3). We see here va- 
rious aspects of God’s approach to Abram. (1) The 
appeal (v. 1); (2) the test (v. 1); (3) the encour- 
agement (v. 2); (4) the assurance (v. 3); (5) the 
promise (v. 3). e first call came at Ur of the 
Chaldees (Acts a 4), and this seems to have heen 
the reason why Terah, his father, accompanied him 
ee 11:31). Then came second call after Terah’s 

eath. (Gen. 12:1). It is impossible to. say how God 
called him, but it was by some clear and definite per- 
sonal appeal. For Abram’s early life see Additional 
Material below. He went out not knowing the exact 
locality (v. 1; Heb. 11: 8), and God gave him a seven- 
fold assurance or promise (vs. 2, 3). It is striking 
how God identifies himself: with Abram and solemnly 
pledges himself to regard Abram’s friends and ene- 
mies as his own (v. 3). The fulness of God’s prom- 
ise of redemption is now concentrated on Abram’s 
line, and the universal assurance of. blessing is clear. 
This promise to the world through Abram is. the 
center of the whole Bible. While the words are true 
in connection with the national history of the Jews, 
who have been the main supporters of true Theism in 
the world, there is a special application to Christ as 
the most important of Abram’s descendants (Acts 
3: 25, 26). (1) 

The Human Response (vs. 4-9). Notice these 
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a ag of — preg F - (1) im- 
mediate (v. 4); (2) thorough v.93 courageous 
(v. 6); (4) reverent (v. 7); (5 faithful (v. ss 
Lot, Abram’s nephew (11: 3D» accompanied him. It 
is not known how. long they stayed in Haran, or 
Kharan, to be carefully distinguished from the man 
Haran, Abram’s brother (11:29). The journey from 
Kharan would be about 300 miles through the desert, 
past Damascus and into Galilee. Abram’s headquar- 
ters were at Shechem in the center of the land, in the 
country afterward known as Samaria. The territory 
was already occupied (v. 6; 13:7), and this probably 
indicated peril to the newcomer. But once again 
Jehovah appeared unto Abram, and a fresh assurance 
was made by the building of an altar in recognition 
of the divine manifestation. Then he removed far- 
ther south and built another altar and went ‘on 
through the land toward the hill country, afterwards 
part of the southern territory of Judah towards 
Egypt. (2) 

Devotional Reading.—Hebrews 12:9-21. Part of 
the chapter dealing with the truth of Christian hope, 
under the figures of.a race (vs. 1, 2); a contest (vs. 
3, 4); a training (vs. 5-11), followed by exhortations 

vs. 12-29). (1) Christian discipline (vs. 5-11); (2) 

hristian duty (vs. 12-24). 

II. Additional Material for Teachers 

Genesis 11: 27-32; Hebrews 11: 8-10. ~ 

1. Genesis 11 : 27-32. An outline of Abram’s early life. 
Abram lived at Ur of the Chaldees, usually identified 
with Mugeir near the Persian Gulf, though the coast 
line at that time was about 140 miles north of the pres- 
ent line. He was of the line of Shem. His father was 
Terah (v. 24), and he had two brothers (v. 26). His 
wife was Sarai (v. 29). Most probably he was the 
youngest, not ‘the eldest, son, the names being given 
in the order of importance, not in the order of birth, 


as in 5:32; 10:2. Either Terah or his ancestors, 


were idolaters (Josh. 24:2, 15), and it is possible 
that Abram himself may have been one (Isa. 51: 1, 2), 
because hundreds of years had elapsed since the 
flood, leaving opportunities for degeneration. It is 
quite unknown why Terah accompanied Abram, unless 
he was influenced by a knowledge of the divine call. 
It is usually thought that not until Terah’s death was 
Abram able to respond fully to the divine appeal. (3) 


2. Hebrews 11:8-10. Part of the section (vs. 8- 
12) dealing with faith as the special characteristic of 
Abram’s life. (1) The obedience of faith (v. 8); 
(2) the waiting of faith: (v. 9); (3) the expectation 
of faith (v. 11). ’ 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate Topic: Leaving Home. (Memory 
Verses: Gen. 12:1, AS (1) The great crisis. Leav- 
ing home is usually a most important event, involving 
a definite break with the past. This is seen in con- 
nection with school or college or business life. It is 
also illustrated in the work of a missionary. (2) The 
great value. Separation from early circumstances and 
surroundings, involving isolation and individual re- 
sponsibility, will often develop unknown powers, for, 
apart from the surroundings of home and of de- 
pendence on others, character will frequently put 
forth its own powers. This is equally true in things 
spiritual, for, after a time of rest in.a favorable at- 
mosphere, faith, when called upon to be occupied 
with God alone, will become strong and vigorous. 
Perhaps Abram never would have become the man 
we now know him to be without leaving home and 
resting entirely on the promises of God. Nothing 
can compare with the opportunity of the soul getting 
alone with God, and this was only possible through 
Abram’s leaving home. (3) The great provision. 
God never calls without providing grace, and Abram 
was “alone and yet not alone.” It was because his 
faith rested on the certainty and satisfaction of a 
constant divine appearance and revelation that he was 
enabled to face the issues and to live the new life. (4) 


2. Senior and Adult Topic: Heeding the Call to a 


Life of Service. (Additional Material: Mark 10: 42- . 


45; Acts 13: 1-4; 26:15-19). The Golden Text, “Be 
thou a blessing,” shows the divine purpose in this 
call. (1) God’s object. Abram was taken away from 
home, not for himself, but for others. He was to be 
a blessing to the whole world. God’s call, even though 
it involves hardship, is intended to be the means of 
blessing others. is is always the primary meaning 
of selection and election in Scripture. God wants us 
to be the channel of his grace and blessing to others. 
(2) God’s plan. The words, “Get thee out” (v. 1), 
are the keynote of Abram’s life, which all through 
was marked by separation. From beginning to end 
he was a separated man, and this is always God's 
method of preparing those whom he is to use to bless 
others. (3) Abram’s response. The one word, “sur- 
render,” indicates the way in which Abram met the 
divine call, and, the features of this surrender are 
particularly noteworthy. It was (1) prompt; (2) 
perfect; (3) persevering; (4) prayerful. The way 
in which “tent” and “altar,” home and church, are 
seen shows all this. The passages used to illustrate 
this theme are particularly important. Mark 10: 42- 
45 shows Christ’s example of service. Acts 13: 1-4 
tells of the separation from important work and fa- 
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miliar scenes to something entirely new and different. 
Acts 26: 15-19 gives the secret of Paul’s life of sepa- 
ration and service. (5) 

IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

We shall see all through the story of Abram that 
the secret of his life was faith, and it is, therefore, 
important to consider first its foundation, or basis, 
or warrant. Faith must rest on something, or rather 
on some one, and it is this that makes Abram’s life 
so real. 

1. God's suenoes Revealed. Abram was called upon 
to witness to God, to wait on him, to work for him, 
and to walk with him. 

2. God’s Presence Realized. This is seen from the 
outset. : 

3. God’s Promise Reliable. Abram took God at his 
word. : 

4. God’s Precepts Remembered. His faith was ex- 
pressed in obedience. 

5. God’s Power Received. With the command came 
oe necessary equipment: “God’s biddings are enab- 
ings.” 

And so Abram could say with Paul, “I know him 
whom I have believed” (2 im. 1:12). (6) 


V. Leading Questions 

How is the story in Genesis to be reconciled with 
Acts 7: 2-4? 

Find the sevenfold promise given to Abram. 


What was the threefold purpose of God in calling 
Abram? 


Show how verse 3 has been fulfilled in history in 
the three particulars. 

What aspects of Abram’s faith are seen in He- 
brews 11? 

What elements of the spiritual life are suggested 
by the word “altar”? 


What great principle is seen in the words, “Get 
thee out”? Show how this is illustrated throughout 
Abram’s life. 


Wc irre CoLiece, Toronto, 


The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


HE Abrahamic Covenant as formed (Gen. 12: 
1-4) and confirmed (Gen. 13:14-17; 15:1-7; 
17: 1-8) is in seven distinct parts: 


1. “I will make of thee a great nation.” Fulfilled 
in a threefold way: (1) In a natural posterity—‘“as 
the dust of the earth” (Gen. 13:16; John 8: 37), viz., 
the Hebrew people. (2) In a spiritual posterity— 
“look now toward heaven ... 80 shall thy seed be” 
(John 8: 39; Rom. 4: 16, 17; 9:7, 8; Gal. 3:6, 7, 20), 
viz., all men of faith, whether Jew or Gentile. (3) 
Fulfilled also through Ishmael (Gen. 17: 18-20). 

2. “I will bless thee.” Fulfilled in two ways: (1) 
temporally (Gen. 13:14, 15, 17; 15:18; 24:34, 35); 
(2) spiritually (Gen. 15:6; John,8: 56). 

3. “And make thy name great.” Abraham’s is one 
of the universal names. 


4. “And thou shalt be a blessing” (Gal. 3: 13, 14). 


5. “I will bless them that bless thee.” JIn fulfill- 
ment closely related to the next clause. 


6. “And cursé him that curseth thee.” Wonderfully 
fulfilled in the history of the dispersion, It has in- 
variably fared ill with the people who have perse- 
cuted the Jew—well with those who have protected 
him. The future will still more remarkably prove 
this principle (Deut, 30:7; Isa. 14:1, 2; Joel 3: 1-8; 
Micah 5:7-9; Hag. 2:22; Zech. 14:1-3; Matt. 25: 
40, 45). 

7. “In thee shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed.” This is the great evangelic promise ful- 
filled in Abraham’s Seed, Christ (Gal. 3:16; John 
8: 56-58). It brings into greater definiteness the 
promise of the Adamic Covenant concerning the 
Seed of the woman (Gen. 3:15). 


Note.—The gift of the land is modified by prophe- 
cies of three dispossessions and restorations (Gen. 
15:13, 14, 16; Jer. 25:11, 12; Deut. 28: 62-65; 30: 
1-3). Two dispossessions and restorations have been 
accomplished. Israel is now in the third dispersion, 
from which she will be restored at the return of the 
Lord as King under the Davidic Covenant (Deut. 
30:3; Jer. 23:5-8; Ezek. 37: 21-25; Luke 1: 30-33; 
Acts 15: 14-17). 

we 


For the teacher training class that is willing to do 
even a little real work “Training the Teacher,” by 
Dr. Schauffler, Mrs. Lamoreaux, Dr. Brumbaugh, and 
Marion Lawrance is the needed manual in the First 
Standard Course. If you order now at fifty cents 
(thirty-five cents in paper) from The Sunday School 
Times Company, your copy will come out of the sixty- 
fourth thousand. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


To Stay or To Go?—Get thee out of 
thy country (v. 1). Upon the whole 
round world of that ancient day there 
was just one sole family that had its 
connection with heaven in working 
order. All the wires were down except 
the one to Ur of the Chaldees. Use the 
wireless simile if you prefer, for who 
knows? Ur was the Chicago half way 
between the bed of the opulent East and 
the Mediterranean cradle of the awak- 
ening West. Ur and the great valley 
of the Missis-Euphrates and Tigris 
were business places in those days. So 
here is the question: Why did God 
transplant this family rather than let it 
stay in Chicago—I mean in Ur—and 
leaven the middle East with godliness? 
As the Lot seat did later in Sodom! 
(Gen. 18:20.) If the Sunday-school 
where you now are has lost its touch 
with heaven, and the superintendent and 
his helpers for the most part have cut 
the old Book into ethical slices, and the 
school has ceased to graduate boys and 
girls into the kingdom, ought you to 
stay there and witness on or pack up 
and get out? I don’t know. But you 
will notice in our lesson Abram did not 


move out until God had made the plans | ; 


and gave Abram marching orders. I 
have a friend, a very successful pastor, 
who was minister of a “swell congrega- 
tion.”. He spent his spare time in “a 
mission,” and, as Uncle Billy puts it, 
“saved his face” at last by resigning his 
charge. There is a time to stay and a 
time to get out, and the orders must 
come from Headquarters. 


Our Jewish Neighbors.—/ will bless 
them that bless thee, and him that 
curseth thee will I curse (v. 2). To be 
good to the family of Jones, ood to 
the family of Abram. And-to all other 
families, for that matter. I know a 
woman to whom everybody is “so good 
looking” and “just so nice.” She ‘is 
very spade and has such a love 
for her neighbors that every person she 
meets simply: reflects back to her the 

reat heart of herself. As I write she 
is a sweet old lady of eighty-five, with- 
out an ache or pain, spirit as light as a 
girl, interested in all about her, and 
universally loved and honored in the 
town which is blessed by her presence 
(Job 11:17). America has always 
been good to the children of Abram. 
Has God been good to America? Look 
. at those countries where the Jéw has 
been basely treated and cruelly perse- 
cuted. The United States is full of 
Jews, and is the richest land in all the 
world. There are countries that have 
but few Jews in them. Read their his- 
tory. In all countries where the national 
finances are ordered by the sons of 
Abram the exchequer is in good shape. 
Who financed Egypt in the days of 
‘famine, and saved the world from anni- 
hilation? (Gen. 41: 56, 57.) The great- 
est blessing that has come into the world 
came through the family of Abram. 
We glorify the family of the man who 
made the Republic. We honor the 
family of the man who saved the Union. 
The Washington family were aristocrats 
and rich. The Lincoln family were com- 
mon people and poor. This difference 
makes no difference. Why, then, should 
any one “knock” the family of the 
Saviour of the world? (1) 


Faith and Common Sense.—Abram 
took ... all their substance ... to go 
into the land of Canaan (v. 5). Out 
they went—and in they came, bag and 
baggage. Notwithstanding God’s prom- 
ise of plentiful blessing, Abram’ made 
full provision for his emigration like 
the level-headed business man that he 
was. While he was thé greatest faith- 
man ever was, he did not neglect the 
“substance.” To be a deeply religious 
man does not mean to be a fool. Ob- 
serve the “Father of the Faithful” in 
these studies, and see what good com- 
mon sense he always has. When Abram 
had sickness he sent for the doctor. 
When it became necessary Abram took 
down the old gun that hung upon the 
tent-pole! (Gen. 14:14-16.) Abram 
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knew how. to walk by faith, but he al- 
ways kept his snickersnee with a busi- 
ness edge. God is always ready to help 
his own at all times. He is an ever 
present help in time of trouble, ?s he 
tells us. And faith can do great things, 
even to moving mountains. But God 
never does anything for a man that a 
man can do for himself. Praise him 
that this isso. We have had God in the 
firm I belong to ever since the day I 
had the g wit to ask him to come 
in. But in all the years he has been a 
partner he has never moved a hand to 
do a single — and the boys” 
ould do for selves. However, 
when times came that “Pop and the 
boys” found themselves “right up 
against it,” then that great, all-powerful 
hand of our partner came up and “it’ 
moved right.out of the way and “Pop 
and the boys” moved right ahead. And 
here we are. So just as long as you 
can stagger under tne baggage you will, 
like a real man, carry your “substance” 
with you—even though you bubble over 
with faith. _But you can’t go down, for 
his hand is under you (Psa. 89: 13). 


For the’ Grandchildren’s Sake.— 
Unto thy seed will I give this land (v. 
7). Abram always had a good job on 
the creek. He saved his money and 
ived in modest comfort and great hap- 
pines. He never owned a mill nor 

uilt a fine mansion upon the Boule- 
vard. Old Coatesville folks remember 
him well, and his little “Jenny Lind” 
wagon and old gray mare he called 
“Liza Jane,” going aiong on a “quart’ly 
meetin’” trot. But-his “seed” got the 
mills and built the palaces. Only the 
“mills” in Abram’s day turned out fat 
cattle and tough camels and rich oil in- 
stead of tinned foods and steel cars and 
petroleum products. -This is how God 
takes care of the faithful. He may not 

ive much rest to your feet, old Mr. 

rust-him ; you are designed for motion. 
But all the members of the Trust-him 
family can come right into Canaan and 
dwell by fountains of milk and lakes of 
honey. the way, Mr. Son-of-the- 

ood-daddy, this is probably why such an 
irreligious fellow as you is permitted by 
heaven to live so fine up on the Avenue. 
Your own seed, just as like as not, wiil 
shiver and starve in the Alley. They, 
alas, are not blessed with a father who 
is a friend of God. They are cursed 
with a father who is an enemy of God. 
No promise of blessing for the children 
of a man such as you. Here is yours: 
“The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and 
the children’s teeth are set on edge” 
(Ezek. 18:2). If you will not get right 
with God for your own happiness, do so 





for your grandchildren’s sake. What 
man wants to die knowing his descend- 
ants will curse him for an inheritance of 
misery? . 


CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Hlustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

Se Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at ail. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, w 

i sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


When Shaw Met the — 
Now Jehovah said unto Abram, Get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and from thy father’s house, 
unto the land that I will show thee 
(v.-1). It is said that when Barnabas 
Shaw was forbidden to preach in Cape 
Town he bought a yoke of oxen and 


‘putting his goods into a wagon, he an 


his wife started toward the interior not 
knowing whither they were going. So 
they journeyed day by day for three 
hundred miles. The twenty-seventh day, 
encamping for the night, they discovered 
a company of Hottentots stopping near 
them. They were astonished to learn 
from the leader of this band of heathen 
that they were on their. way to Cape 
Town to find a missionary. Had either 
party started a half day earlier or !Jater 
they would not have met.—Sent by G. B. 
Hopkins, Red Oak, fil. The prize for 
this week is awarded to this illustra- 
tion. (1) 


When the Stoker Heard the Call.— 
So Abram went, as Jehovah had spoken 
unto him (v, 4). One day during the 
Boer war, just as the train was starting 
from Waterloo Station, London, a fine 
man, hot and weary, entered. the car- 
riage where I was sitting, and hastily 
seating himself, as if more exertion 
were —_— exclaimed, “I’m 
called.” e soon fell asleep, and We 
noticed that he was a stoker, and was 
black with the soot and oil of his en- 
gine. He awoke and again exclaimed, 
“T’m called.” Then he told us he was a 
reservist, and was to join his regiment 
at Aldershot immediately. He did not 


wait to wash or put on his best clothes, | 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 

















The Call. 
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the call of his king. 
God has pdr ny Have we rae 
as readily?—From the Sunday School 
ie he ia by J. A. Clark, Leices- 


, 


How the Call Came.—So Abram went, 
as Jehovah had spoken unto him (v. 4). 
The. a ype o Bo Board wie p= 
couraged. an after man appointed to 
undertake the pioneer work of the new 
mission amorig the Indians had de- 
clined. Then the Rev. Mr. C., one of 
the younger members, said, “Let us 
have special prayer for guidance, and 
then let each of us write the name of the 
man he thinks best fitted for this work, 
regardless of any position he may hold 
now.” When the votes were opened the 
name of the Rev. Mr. C. himself was 
found on all but one paper! He went 
directly home and said to his wife, “We 
are to open up the Indian Mission,” and 
the next day they began to pack up. 
Unmoved by appeal or argument from 
the congregation, truly distressed at the 
thought of losing their beloved young 
leaders, the work of preparation went 
steadily on until in one month from tha 
Board meeting farewells were said, an 
the young couple, so confident that God 
had called them, “went out.” For 
twenty-four years they worked to- 
gether, being a blessing to the Indian 
tribes and receiving joy and blessing 
into their own lives, and even in the 
darkest, hardest days they never ques- 
tioned their coming, but often said, 
“Even if we had seen no results, or the 
Mission had been wiped out—as the cat- 
tlemen threatened and planned it should 
—we would always have been sure God 
had called us here.”—Sent by Mary Mc- 
Farland, Enid, Okla. (3) . 


How Mr. Stead Knew.—So Abram 
went, as Jehovah had spoken unto him 
(v. 4). When. W. T. Stead,. who went 
down in the “Titanic,” was asked to be- 
come editor of the Pall Mall Gazette, 
he consulted his friend, Dean_ Church, 
on the matter. On leaving the Deanery, 
Mr. Stead expressed his assurance that 
he would be divinely guided. The Dean 
expressed some astonishment at his tone 
of certainty. “I should feel swindled,” 
replied Mr. Stead, “if I were not 
divinely guided.” Why so?” asked the 
Dean. “Why? I read in the book of 
Proverbs, ‘In all thy ways acknowledge 
him and he will. direct thy paths.” I 
have acknowledged him, and I know I 
shall be directed.” He had asked of the 
Lord, “Shall I go up?” And the Lord 
said, “Go up.”—From the Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Leices- 
ter, Eng. : 


What She Came For.—He builded an 
altar unto Jehovah, and called upon the 
name of Jehovah (v. 8). Preaching re- 
cently in London, the Bishop of Chelms- 
ford suggested that some Christians got 
into the habit of compiling a list of 
things they wanted God to give them, 
and they never knelt in prayer without 
asking for one of them. It reminded 
him of the time when his little girl used 
to come into his study—knowing that he 
kept a bag of sweets there, and that she 
would doubtless get one or two of them. 
But once she looked in, and when asked 
what she had come for, she replied: 
“Nothing; I’ve just come to see you, 
daddy.” Have you ever knelt down be- 
fore God with the feeling that you just 
wanted to be near him and to see him 
and to speak to him, and to listen for 
his words to you? If you have you may 
be sure you are getting into the spirit 
of true prayer—From the Sunday 
School Chromcle. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Leicester, Eng. (4) 


Sail On!—And Abram journeyed, go- 
ing on still toward the South (v. 9). It 
is related of Christopher Columbus, the 
discoverer of America, that he used to 
write in his log-book in the evening of 
a day when they had failed to sight the 
land they were in quest of, the date, and 
then under it he added the words: 
“Sailed on!” There is often much to 
discourage us, but we should keep sail- 
ing on, determined to reach the goal to 
which God has called us—From the 
Sunday Circle. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Leicester, Eng. 


























LESSON FOR: OCT. 6 (Gen. 12: 1-9) 





Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


Ge thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred te: 1). Among 
Orientals landscape and nature have not 
the same meanings that these present to 
us, and the country is chiefly valued be- 
_cause of the kindred whose home is 
there. Rights and privileges go with 
citizenship which the stranger and _ pil- 
grim cannot lay claim to. The distinc- 
tion. of Abraham was that he was able 
to accept and prefer the things prom- 
ised to him as a sojourner, as against 
the things of birthright in his father’s 
house. Unless there be some strong 
covnter-motive of personal advantage 
‘they prefer to remain at home. The 
privations of travel find a place in their 
proverbs of wisdom. “All strangers in 
a strange land are blood relations to 
each other!” “The traveler in a strange 
land is blind though both his eyes be 
open!” “Choose a wife from among 
your own people though she be sitting on 
a straw mat!” 

In thee shall all the families of the 
earth be blessed (v. 3). To-day over 
the East the name of Abraham is be- 
loved and revered by Jew, Christian, and 
Moslem. The Jew claims by natural 
descent to inherit the promises made to 
Abraham his father. The Christian 
finds in Abraham’s faith a way of peace 
apart from the law, and on a higher 
level than its prohibitions. The decla- 
ration that he was trying to re-establish 
among them the faith of Abraham was 
Mohammed’s appeal to his Arab fellow- 
countrymen 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
ws 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
how slow we are to move at thy call into 
new experiences! How swiftly many of thy 
servants of old answered unquestioningly 
thy call to undertake new tasks! We pray 
thee that thou wilt give us the same readi- 
ness, the same faith that thou didst give 
Abram, so that we too may enter into the 
work that thou hast planned for us. And 
now when so many are leaving the old home, 
and are going forth into experiences of life 
and death, wilt thou give each one of us, 
whether we go or stay, the courage and 
quietness of spirit that belong to thy chil- 
dren. We trust thee, O God, and we want 
to meet the issues of life and of death in 
high faith and unswerving devotion. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—You 
when you were a little fellow, how hard 
it was to leave the brook, or the play- 
ground, or the job at your tool bench, 
when father called you. Wasn’t it often 
on the tip of your tongue to say, “yes, 
but not just yet,”—and didn’t you some- 
times say it? Do some of you older 
folks in this room remember how hard 
it was to leave the old home when you 
moved away; under the conviction that 
the time had come for you to make a 
new move? How we love the old places 
and the things that have held our inter- 
est most! But when y u read this les- 
son you came in the fourth verse to that 
very simple little sentence,—‘so Abram 
went.” There isn’t any sign here of any 
fuss about it. And how old- was he? 
Yes, seventy-five. It is hard for an old 
man to change his place and his ways, 
but Abram went. God had told him to 
do so, 4nd that was all there was about 
it. God made some great promises to 
him, but he always does that with those 
who will obey his call. Some day when 
your record is written up, is it going to 
be said of you that when God called 
you just went? That’s what hundreds 
of thousands of our boys are doing now 
when the country calls,—they just go. 
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Are you ready to hear God's call to ser- 
vice, and to changes in your life as the 
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young men and older men and many, 
many women who have given up so 
many things that. are dear to them in 
order to help in this war time? 

You think sin too strong a word? 
Well, what else would you name the 
decision that leads us to refuse, or to 

Id back from, God’s call? Why 
should we ever think there can be any- 
think better than his will for us! Let 
us pray. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Trust and obey.” 

“Lord, for to-morrow and its needs.” 

* Jesus calls us o’er the tumult,” 
“When morning gilds the skies.” 

* Anywhere with Jesus I can safely go.” 
“ Where He leads me I will follow.” 

“ He leadeth me! O blessed thought.” 
“O Jesus I have promised.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book ‘set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture. “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 


Psalm 149: 1-9 (309 : 1-3). 


Psalm 1: 1-5 (2: 1-2). 
Psalm 116: 1-9 (229: 1-3). 
Psalm 25 : 1-14 (53: 1-3). ° 


Psalm 73 : 23-28 (160 : 1-3). 


[ Department Helps | 


The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTES.—The present Quarter be- 

gins a series of Old Testament 
stories,-to be continued through the first 
three -months of 1919. Many of the 
Christian graces that were suggested 
during the past Quarter in abstract form 
will be emphasized by living personali- 
ties, presented in graphic stories, which 
always make a much stronger and more 
effective appeal to children. 

‘Four patriarchs are presented during 
the Quarter, about whom Primary chil- 
dren ought to know something: Abra- 
ham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. With the 
exception of Isaac, there are three or 
four lessons about each. 


Lesson Teaching.—God’s children will 
obey his commands. 


Introduction—From every commu- 
nity during these war times, few or 
many of the young men have been 
called from home—to live in camps to 
be trained as sailors, soldiers, and air- 
men. If there is a service flag in your 
churek refer by name to some who have 
gone whom the children will know. 
From the camps-the young men will re- 
ceive another call to go overseas to far- 
away lands which they have never seen. 

When the country called, these young 
men and millions more were ready to 
say, “I’ll go where you want me to go, 
Uncle Sam, or ——.” That is why 
we love to sing: 











“God bless our splendid men, 
Bring them safe home again— 
God save our men,” etc. 


(1) 
Lesson. Story—(Study chapter 11: 
31, 32, and all of chapter 12). The jour- 


neys might be indicated on a sand-table, 
the top of a plain table, or by a black- 
board sketch. Tents, the cattle, etc., 
and an altar might represent Abram’s 
home. (2) 

Hundreds of years ago, Terah moved 
from his home and country to a new 
home far to the north. He took with 
him his grown son, Abram, also Sarai, 
who was Abram’s wife. Terah took his 
grandson, Lot, whose father had died. 

It was a long journey, with flocks of 
sheep, herds of cattle, some camels, and 
servants to care for them all. They 


' followed the course of a mighty river. 


so that they might find water and pas- 
When they reached Haran, they 


There Abram heard God’s call: Get 
thee out from thy country and from thy 
father’s house, unto a land that I will 





shew thee. There I will make of thee a | 
great nation. I will bless thee and make | 
thy name great, and thou shalt be a. 
blessing. . . . In-thee shall all families of } 


the earth be blessed. 

Already Abram was getting rich in 
sheep, goats, cows, and camels, but he 
was ready to obey God’s commands, and 
to move to another country, just as his 
father, Terah, had done. The 
journey took Abram toward the south- 
west, into a beautiful, wonderful coun- 
try, which Abram had never seen. It 
must have been a wonderful procession 
—Abram, Sarai,’ Lot his nephew—be- 
sides many servants to care for the cat- 
tle, sheep, camels, etc. The journey led 
them to the land of Canaan. (Read 
verses 4 and 5.) 

They looked around and chose a lovely 
valley in which to settle. Abram had 
passed through part of the land to learn 
moré about this new country which was 
to’ be their home. They still lived in 
tents. 

One time as Abram was learning 
more about the land, the Lord appeared 
to him and said: Some day I will give 
this land to your family.: Abram felt 
so thankful that he wanted to honor 
God. There was no church where he 
could go to worship, so Abram gath- 
ered some big stones. and built an altar, 
where he worshiped God. 

After a while Abram decided that it 
would be better to live on the hills than 
in the valley. He moved his tents, his 
flocks of sheep, his cattle, and camels to 
a place near Bethel. The altar of stones 
was too heavy to move, but Abram 
found others with which to build a new 
altar to honor God. Whenever Abram 
moved his tents he built a new altar. 

After a while, when a famine was in 
the land of Canaan, Abram went to 
Egypt to find food for his family and 
animals. He expected to come back, 
for God had promised to give the land 
of Canaan to Abram’s family, because 
he obeyed God’s command. Abram was 
ready to say, “All that Jehovah hath 
spoken will we do and be obedient.” 

Hand-work.—Let the children fold a 
tent, and write the memory verse on it. 


After the Story—Recall God’s prom- 
ise to Abram (v. 2), and tell how his 
name has been kept great through 
“Abraham” Lincoln. 

To-day’s story affords a good oppor- 
tunity for a missionary incident. Tell 
about some one of your own denomina- 
tion, or a general worker like Living- 
stone or Grenfell, who heard and an- 
swered God’s call to leave home to live 
and work in another country far away. 


Peoria, ILL. 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Chapter I in the story of Abra- 


ham’s life, with emphasis on these 
points: 
2. Leaving Home: When, how, and 


where to go? Those left behind? 











WE WHO teach young people should 
welcome the lessons of this coming 
quarter, for they deal with those won- 
derful stories of life when the race was 
young—young compared to the complex 
life of to-day—and, so with the same 
choices and decisions which young peo- 
ple are constantly facing. 


1. Keep strictly to Bible facts in 
Abram’s story, but make him and, his 
family group as lifelike as you would 
President Wilson and his family, were 
you talking of them. Learn of the cus- 
toms and standards of that time, but 
remember that human hearts beat alike 
whether under Oriental or Occidental 
dress. Try to put yourself in Abram’s 
place, so you can speak from the in- 
side viewpoint. 

2. When did Abram leave his old 
home? Only when he had God's unmis- 
takable call to go, though doubtless he 
had long desired to get away from the 
polytheistic “atmosphere” of old Ur. 
Note that it took no-argument to per- 

( Continued on the next page) 
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The Little Jetts 
Teaching the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of 
“The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 











God had Spoken, 
and said: 
Get ‘hee out of hy Guntry? 








“And Lot, Im gong, as 
God commands; will you 
go with mez” 

“What! and you dont even 
Know where you're going, 
Uncle Abram ?” 

“| trusting Him for 
that, Lot.” 


ELIE 


Hatt 


“Mour fellow -citizens have 

heard of your Tash and me 

| prudent decision. Look, we 

| beseech you, what you are, 

| leaving - for an uncertainty? 

| “My Goo with SUPPLY ALL 
My NEED? 














_ 


“Come, Sarai; leave that 


all I the Lord. He will give 
4S IH the new land new joys 
far exceeding these you are 


loth, to give up here” 








- 6 ; i: 
And there he 
fs nltee unto 
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My Class of Girls 


(Continued from the preceding page) 


suade him that it was right for him to 
go. God gave him that call just as soon 


as he was ready to hear and to heed it; 


as soon as his education in Ur was fin- 
ished. What a remedy for the usual 
restlessness of youth such thinking as 
Abram’s would be! (1) 

How did he go? All ready for the 
new life in the new home because_he 
had learned from the old what 
wanted to teach him through it. God 
will lead you into that new work just 
as soon as you have learned what he has 
to teach you through your present place. 
And he went well-content, trusting in 
undisturbed faith, taking with him what 
he should keep from the old life, but 
cutting off clean those things he must 
leave. He had accepted God’s plan for 
his life, and now he followed it step 
by step, as God revealed it, worshiping 
at every halt. What frettings and heart- 
breakings we should be spared were we 
to journey so with God in the way he 
chooses for us! (2) ‘ 

Where did he go? On and on till he 
reached the place where God said, “Here 
rest; here will I make thee a blessing, 
and bless thee.” For this had been the 
purpose of the home-leaving: that “he 
should be a blessing to all the nations of 
the earth—not for what he could get 
for himself. Oh, of course the blessing 
came to him in the process of meeting 
God’s will, as it always does. Some of 
those stopping-places may have seemed 
very desirable to travel-weary Abram, 
but he was happy to journey on till God 
said, “This is home”; and even here he 
abode in tents only, never ‘establishing 
himself beyond any change God might 
direct him to’make. How many purely 
selfish home-leavings would never take 
place if we went only to be blessings, 
and how many heart-aches should we be 
spared were our plans held always sub- 
ject to God’s changes! 

But what of those whom he had to 
leave? It is quite clear that God meant 
Abram to leave certain ones who could 
not help him on his “road to grace”; 
but equally plain that he was not to cut 
off those for whom he was responsible, 
—his father, wife, nephew. The great- 
est mission on earth should not break 
such home-ties. Jesus remembered his 


mother and provided for her comfort | 


while he hung on the cross bearing the 
sin of the world. (3) 

Here are some sentences from a mes- 
sage that once reached the writer. 
Maybe they will reach your girls, who 
are about to set out on some journey 
with God as Abram of old did: 

“It is by no means enough to set out 
cheerfully with your God on any venture 


‘of faith. Tear into smallest pieces any 
itinerary for the journey which your | 


imagination may have drawn up. Noth- 


ing will fall out as you expect. Your | 


Guide will keep to no beaten path. He 
will lead you by a way such as you never 


dreamed your eyes would look upon. | 
He knows no fear and he expects you | 


to fear nothing while he is with you. 
The clinging hand of his child makes a 
desperate situation a delight to him. A 
true walk with God will do more to 
awaken awe, wonder, and amazement in 
your soul than would a century of travel 


through the sights of earth. To take | 


you to his end by the way you know 
would profit you little. He chooses for 
ou a way you know not, that you may 
compelled into a thousand inter- 
courses with himself which will make 
the journey forever memorable’ to him 
and you.” (4) 
Home Study 

Begin the outline of Abraham’s life in 
the note-books, re-reading the lesson 
passages for to-day, and those for next 
Sunday, Genesis 13: 5-1F; 14: 14-16. 

AtLanta, Ga. 


Isn’t it wonderful how much children 
will learn in play? There’s a game 
called “Who’s Who in Missions” (The 
Sunday School Times Company, 50 
cents) that will teach any one a lot about 
the greatest missionaries. Why not try 
it at home, or with your mission band? 





' Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Abram a drafted man. 

Discussion: Story of his call and jour- 
ney. 

Main points: Necessity of freedom; 
step at a time; persistency. 











6¢IJ OW many of you were down at the 

station Thursday to see Henry 
Tuttle off?” asked- teacher. “Where 
was he going? Why?” 

Of course we had all been there, and 
Bulldog Jones sung out that Henry 
didn’t know where he was going, but he 
was on the way, because Uncle Sam had 
called him to help lick the Kaiser. Then 
teacher explained that our studies this 
new Quarter were to be about a man 
who was called nearly four thousand 
years ago to leave home and go to a 
strange country to help bring liberty and 
righteousness to the world. Of course 
we knew he meant Abraham, but we had 
never thought of him as a drafted man. 
Still I guess he was. (1) 

From our home study questions we 
learned that Abram was born a Chaldean 
boy in a city called Ur. Bumps pointed 
it out on the map; over on the Euphrates 
River not so very far from where Gen- 
eral Maude captured Bagdad. This lit- 
tle shaver’s father was a Mr. Terah, 
and his great-great-grandfather ten 
generations back was old Captain Noah, 
who died perhaps only two years before 
this little fellow was born. 

When they came to name the chap his 
father called him Abram, which means 
Exalted Father. That was an awful 
name to load on to a poor helpless little 
innocent. But it didn’t turn out to be 
so far out of the way after all. Exalted 
Father meant that they hoped he might 
some day be a “heap big chief,” and sure 
enough he was. Later God added two 
letters to his name and made it mean 
Father of a Multitude, which meant the 
same and sounded more modest. 

Of course being descended from the 
Ark these people all knew about the true 
God, but like some church-members to- 
day they drifted off into worldly ways. 
The high old times down at the heathen 
temple were so much more interesting 
than the dry sermons up at the regular 
church that most of the young people 
got to going down there Sunday nights, 
and even old Terah backslid (Josh. 24: 
2). But Mrs. Terah wasn’t so easily led 
| away, and she taught her boy, little “Big 
Chief,” about the true’ God and the 
wickedness of any other worship. (2) 

Finally Abram came to feel that he 
couldn’t stay in such a town. I”: hated 
to leave his kinsfolk and his mother’s 
grave, but he felt that he must ‘be free 
to do right. One night while he was 
| still studying the matter God appeared 
to him (Acts 7:2) and told him to go 
ahead and get right out, that he would 
guide him to a country that he could 
| have for his own, and would make of 





| him a great nation that should bless the 
world. 

Abraham had married his half-sister 
Sarai (Gen. 11:29; 20:12) because he 
couldn’t bear any of the heathen girls, 


and they wouldn’t look at him, anyway., 


So he talked it all over with his wife. 
She was willing and together they per- 
suaded old Terah to turn over a new 
leaf and go with them. He teok along 
a nephew that he was raising, a fellow 
named Lot, and one bright morning they 
loaded up the camels and started out, ex- 
iles for conscience’ sake, the first Pil- 
grim Fathers. 

Up the river road they went, trusting 
God to guide them the right way. At the 
head of the valley they camped for a 
long time, and old Terah died there. 
Then God pointed southwest toward 
Canaan. So>they packed up their old 
kit’ bags again and struck out. Day 
after day they traveled, but they never 
gave up until finally they camped on the 
soil of the Promised Land and took pos- 
session of it by building an altar and 
offering prayer. 

Teacher got three lessons out of this. 
He says if a fellow is placed with a dirty 
bunch, or has a job where he is ex- 
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pected to be crooked or to do unneces- 
sary work on the Sabbath, he better 
out for conscience’ sake, and trust 

to lead him to something better. Then 
he believes ‘you don’t have to see but one 
step at a time if you trust God. He says 
many a fellow has gone to college with 
only a few dollars and God has helped 
him through. But you mustn’t give up. 
Abram didn’t. “They went forth to go 
into the land of Canaan, and into the 
land of Canaan they came.” (3) 





Books That Are 








SEPTEMBER 21, 1918 


Home Study for Next Week's Lesson 
Read Genesis 13: 5-11; 14: 14-16 
What quarrel threatened Abram? 
How did Abram stop the quarrel? 
How was Lot’s selfishness overruled? 
What misfortune overtook Lot? 
How did Abram save Lot? 


How can we tell when to give up and 
when to fight? 


Terre Haute, Inp. 


Wort 
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The Romance of Christian Experi 
(By Samuel Judson Porter, D.D.).— 
Here are fifteen sermons full of good 
things, admirably put, aptly illustrated, 
and marked by a rich experience. Sevy- 
eral were addressed to young people at 
colleges, and one, at least, to soldiers in 
a camp. The teaching is fresh and 
spiritual, and the illustrations are for 
the most part taken from well-known 
pictures. Altogether this is a valuable 
series of sermons, which will bless and 
inspire the reader and also show F vem ne 
ers what and how to preach. (Fleming 
H. ees Company, New York, $1.25 
net. ; 


The Land of Enough (By Charles E. 
Jefferson, D.D.).—Should we be happy 
if we really had enough? The author 
thinks not, and writes a quaint little 
tale to prove it. The daughter of an 
ordinary, comfortably off, always striv- 
ing, and usually complaining, American 
family has, one Christmas Eve, a dream 
in which every one in her little town has 
enough and needs nothing. Her pres- 
ents are returned indifferently, her bas- 
kets for the widows and orphans are 
not needed, the schools and churches 
are closed, and when her father refuses 
her morning kiss, her cup of woe brims 
over,—even love has enough! She 
awakes with joy to find sorrow and 
suffering yet calling for service. But 
will the removal of sorrow and suffering 
leave us limited? (Thomas Y. Crowell 
Company, New York, 50 cents net.) 


What the World Owes Luther (By 
Junius B. Remensnyder, D.D., LL.D.).— 
The commemoration of the beginning of 
the Reformation in America has .not 
been so fruitful of noteworthy books as 
was the centenary of Luther’s birth 
thirty-four years ago. But it has given 
us several which are worthy of the oc- 
casion, and among these is Dr. Remem- 
snyder’s. In fourteen short chapters he 
passes in review the outstanding results 
of Luther’s work. Dr. Remensnyder is 
clearly wrong in describing the re- 
former as “The Author of Civil and Re- 
ligious Liberty.” Luther did oppose the 
death penalty for heresy, but he lent the 
sanction of his great name to lesser pen- 
alties, such as banishment,—in both re- 
sembling Augustine of Hippo. But 
neither he nor the Lutheran countries 
have contributed to political liberty in 
any noteworthy degree. That glory be- 
longs to the Reformed or Calvinistic 
churches. (Fleming H. Revell Company, 
New York, 50 cents net.) 


Armenia, A Martyr Nation (By the 
Rev. M. C. Gabrielian, M.D.)—Now 
that we ourselves begin to carry the 
burden of the sorrows wrought by tyr- 
anny, the woes of this ancient Christian 
nation come far closer home. The most 


'cruel phases of Belgium’s oppression 


have been distanced by the Turkish pro- 
gram in Armenia for centuries, and the 
civilized world has done little more than 
to protest to the faithless Turk, or to 
listen to the moving plea of an occa- 
sional enthusiast. Injustice, - confisca- 
tion of property, slavery, massacre, 
mutilation of women and children, have 
been peculiarly the lot of this people 
since Mongols became Mohammedans, 
and ruled in Constantinople. Dr. Ga- 
brielian’s brief history shows careful 
and extended research, and is sufficiently 
comprehensive, tracing the people from 
Togarmah, the great-grandson of Noah, 
and, with many scholars, discovering in 








the land the Garden of Eden. (Fleming 
H. wee Company, New York, $1.75 
net. 


Romans and I and 2 Corinthians, in 
“Through the Bible Book by Book” (By 
William Evans, Ph.D., D.D.).—The pro- 
vision of outline and expository studies 
on the Bible for the purpose of helping 
ordinary readers is one of the most use- 
ful and necessary tasks, and Dr. Evans 
here continues this service, intending to 
cover the whole Bible. His expositions 
proceed on lines made familiar by the 
me commentators, so that those who 

ollow his suggestions will know they 
are enjoying the guidance of the best 
that has been written. The three Epis- 
tles included in this volume are particu- 
larly important, because of their teach- 
ing on the individual life (Romans), the 
corporate life (1 Corinthians), and the 
personal life of the minister (2 Corinth- 
ians). On all these points and their ap- 
plication to to-day Dr. Evans’ comments 
are practical and will be found of great 
service (Fleming H. Revell Company, 
New York, $1.25 net.) 


Studies in the Parables of Jesus (By 
Halford E. Luccock).—Small in bulk, 
here is a book that contains much sug- 
gestive and helpful guidance. The 
writer does not attempt to present a 
fresh exposition of. the parables, be- 
cause, as he truly says, no part of the 
Bible has been more adequately treated. 
He aims at making an application of the 
parables to the conditions of present- 
day life in such a way as may be of use 
in Bible class study and discussion. The 
author’s work is on the whole decidedly 
well done. The Coming of Christ is de- 
fined as progressive, “in the daily ex- 
pansion of his rule over the hearts and 
lives of men,” which is certainly not 
adequate to the full teaching of these 
parables, and must not be allowed to set 
aside the truth of the actual personal 
Coming so often asserted in the Gos- 
pels. But for Bible class teaching and 
individual study there is a great deal 
that will be provocative of thought. 
Each chapter closes with some admirable 
questions intended for “reflection and 
discussion” (The Abingdon Press, New 
York, 50 cents.) 


The New Testament (By H. T. An- 
derson).—Every real help for English 
readers to become acquainted with the 
actual message of the New Testament is 
to be warmly welcomed, and this is a 
new translation which, while it uses the 
language and style of the King James 
Version, at the same time introduces 
certain changes to enable the modern 
reader to appreciate the real meaning. 
By omitting obsolete words and employ- 
ing modern expressions. where neces- 
sary, the’ old version. is moste usefully 
brought down to the present day, and 
students and preachers are thereby 
given an opportunity of enjoying the 
literary quality so characteristic of the 
King James Version, together with all 
possible assistance from modern ex- 
pressions. This translation has the ad- 
ditional advantage of being taken di- 
rect from Tischendorf’s great manu- 
script known as Codex Sinaiticus, and 
is at once modern and clear as well as 
marked by a real reverence of expres- 
sion which will be deeply appreciated by 
readers. (Standard Publishing Com- 
pany, Cincinnati, $1.50, postpaid.) 

The World War in Prophecy (By H. 
C. Morrison, D.D.).—That “Satan has 
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had the German Kaiser upon the high 
mountain of temptation, and has offered 
him .world ‘power,” although the Kaiser 
may not realize it himself, is the con- 
viction of the author of this startling 
study. Satan has been trying “to bring 
the whole world under the government 
of one man.” Jesus refused the offer 
to be that one man, but the Evil One 
came very near success when-he made 
the same offer to Alexander the Great, 
Julius Czsar, and Napoleon. “The 
Kaiser is not this final Man of Sin... 
but the forerunner of this coming son 
of Satan.” The author feels that. the 
evil day of the Antichrist will be held in 
abeyance by the participation of the 
United States in the war, and devotes 
a chapter to a sweeping condemnation of 
pacifists. The aftermath of the war the 
author hopes will includé a great evan- 
gelistic and missionary effort in the 
short peace that may follow. Dr. Mor- 
rison is a minister of the Southern 
Methodist Church, and President of 
Asbury College, at Wilmore, Kentucky. 
(Pentecostal Publishing Co., Louisville, 
Kentucky, 50 cents.) 


God and the Soldier (By Norman 
Maclean, D.D., and J. R. P. Sclater, 
D.D.).—There are a multitude of coun- 
sellors who seek to provide enlighten- 
ment for the Church from the waz, so 
that there may be a greater efficiency in 
the future in the fulfilment of the mis- 
sion of Christianity. Among these ad- 
visers it is natural that chaplains should 
occupy a prominent place, because of 
their observation of the eff ct of Chris- 
tian teaching on the men at the front. 
Their words are always deserving of 
careful attention, even though it may 
not always be possible to accept their 
counsel. The present book is by two 
well-known. Scottish clergymen, and is 
the substance of some addresses deliv- 
ered at discussions among the chaplains. 
The authors say that they do not pre- 
tend to have arrived at any final con- 
clusions, but only hope that what they 
have written will indicate the direction 
in whieh their thoughts have been mov- 
ing, in touch with the grim realities of 
the war. 
significance, because, while there is much 
that is admirable in these pages, there is 
also not a little in regard-to the future 


This confession has its own | 
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life which does not ring true to Scrip- 
ture. Thus, there is an earnest advo- 
cacy of prayers for the dead and a 
strong belief in futyre probation after 
this life, and yet the authors by a curious 
inconsistency say that what they put 
forth does not constitute any new prob- 
em, because even the experiences of 
these terrible years have not created any 
new difficulty for Christianity (p. 18). 
If, therefore, a thing was right before 
the war, it is right now, while if it was 
wrong before the war, it is certainly 
wrong now, for the war cannot make 
wrong right and right wrong. But, so 
far as is known, there was no general 
advocacy of prayers for the dead and a 


.“second, chance” before the war by 


many men who are taking this line to- 
day. The teaching on redemption given 
here is good as far as it goes, but some- 
what meager and not altogether satis- 
fying? The chapters on Prayer and the 
Church are admirable and most sug- 
gestive. And so the book will need to 
be read with great care and constant 
discrimination. (George H. Doran 
Company, New York, $1.75 net.) 





[ Children at Home 





How Robbie Got His Bible 


A True Story 
By Mrs. Grace Simon Swanger 


OBBIE wanted a Bible, but mother 

had no money to buy one for him. 
Father had gone to be with the Lord, 
and it took all the money mother could 
earn to ‘buy food and clothing for her- 
self and four sturdy lads. 

One evening at family worship the 
verse they were to learn for the week 
was Philippians 4:19, “My God shall 
supply all your need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” After 
they had repeated it several times, 
Robbie said, “Mother, what does that 
verse mean?” So mother explained 
that the Heavenly Father was promising 
to furnish all the things any one of his 
children .might need. How shoes, and 
clothes, food, and rent money would all 
come if we trusted God. 

“Well,” said Robbie, “I need a Bible. 
You have one, and brother Eddie has 
one, and I need one for my very own. 
Let’s ask God to send me one, so I can 
read and mark my verse, as you do.” 

They all knelt, and all asked the 
Father in heaven to open the. way for 
Robbie to have a Bible. 

A few days afterward, in the one Gos- 
pel pafer mother took she saw that a 
prize of a Bible was to be given to the 
one writing the best story about how 
“The Pentecostal Herald”. had been a 
blessing to them. 

Mother had been helped by reading it. 
She had learned of the life of victory, 
and about the coming of the Lord Jesus, 
so she told the children she was going 
to try to win the prize Bible. 

After her story was mailed, Robbie 
watched every day for a letter. Several 
weeks passed, then one day mother re- 
ceived a letter bearing the Kentucky 
postmark. The letter was opened in a 
hurry, but to their great disappointment 
mother’s story had won a second prize 
of a book, instead of the longed-for 
Bible. 

Robbie nearly cried. He had been so 
sure mother would win. But mother 
cautioned him, “Remember our verse, 
son. God has promised to supply our 
needs, and He knows all about it. If 
our need is a real need, He will send the 
Bible yet.” 

Mother tried to save some pennies 
herself toward buying one, but it took 
so much food to fill up four -hungry 
boys that the money had to be spent for 
other things. But they kept on praying. 

One day in writing to a loved friend, 
a missionary home from Jerusalem on 
a vacation, who helped mother by her 
letters of godly counsel, mother told her 
of winning the second prize for her 
story, and how on account of Robbie 
wanting a Bible she had tried so hard to 
get the first prize. 





The next week Robbie came tearing 
home from the post-office with a pack- 

e and a letter, both addressed to him. 

ze suppose God has sent the 

Bible?” he asked. 
“Shall I open the package first, er 
read the letter?” said mother. 

“Open the box,” cried the children. 

So the string was cut, wrapping re- 
moved, and there lay a beautiful red 
and gold edged Scofield Bible. A nicer 
one than mother’s. “God did answer our 
prayers, let’s thank Him right now,” 
said Robbie. They all knelt around the 
chair on which lay the precious new 
Bible, and thanked the Giver of “every 
good gift.” 

“Now read my letter, mother,” said 
Robbie. It was from mother’s friend, 
the missionary lady. It read: 


“Dear Rossie:—When I read your 
mamma’s letter, I was so glad you 
longed for a Bible. I looked in my tithe 
box, and there was enough money to buy 
you one. I want you to accept it as a 
gift from God, bought with His money. 

“You may learn the ninth to seven- 
teenth verses of Psalm 119 for my sake. 

“God bless you. 

“THe Missionary Lapy.” 


“Is she rich?” asked Howard. 

“No,” answered mother, “only in the 
love of God. She lives a life of faith 
and looks to Him forall her needs. I 
never thought of her sending a Bible, I 
only knew she’d rejoice because I won 
second prize.” 

“God knew,” said Robbie, “and He 
sent it.” 


McBripes, Micu. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





October 13. Weak Points in Our Society to Be 
Strengthenéd. 1 Chron. 28: 1-10. 

Oxtober 20. What Is Christian Citizenship? 
Isa. 62: 1-7. 

October 27. The Power of the Cross in Latin 
America. Luke 15 : ‘1-10. 

November 3. All for Christ. 
Eccl. 12: 1-7. 


V. Our Time. 
(Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, October 6 


All for Christ. 4. Our Money 
(1 Tim. 6 : 6-10, 17-19) 
(Consecration Meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Gifts to (Prov. 
28 : 17). 
Tues.—The right spirit (2-Cor. 9 : 6-11). 
Wed.—Parents first (Mark 7 : 9-13). 


Christ’s poor 








Thurs.—Abraham the tither (Heb. 7: 
1-8). 

Fri.—Gifts at his feet (Matt. 2: :-12). 

Sat.—Gifts for the Gospel (Phil. 4: 
10-20). 





What good does money do for the King- 
dom? 


Why should we give one-tenth of our in- | 


comes? 
What benefits come to us from giving? 


E AND all that we have belong to 

God. This acknowiedgment may 
be used in either one of two different 
ways. It may be made the excuse for 
not really parting: with anything. “I 
am God’s,” we may argue, “therefore 
all that I spend on myself is spent for 
God and on God’s interests.” A Negro 
stealing chickens from his master de- 
fended himself on the ground that he 
and the chickens alike belonged to his 
owner, and it was no theft from the 
master for the servant to take and eat 
the chickens. Inside or outside, it was 
all the same thing. There are many 
good people who justify themselves for 
not giving a tithe on this ground. The 
other way of viewing this acknowledg- 
ment is to say, “I and all that I have 
belong to God. But everybody else and 
all things else belong to God, too, and 
do not know it. There are people who 
are in greater need than I am. There 
are, causes which must be sustained. I 
will take some part of what I have and 
give it away in God’s name and for His 
sake. 
belong to Him, too, and not less becau 
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first a definite portion has been set aside 
for uses apart from myself and my own 
family interest.” 


There are many Christians who be- 
lieve that a tenth is as little as ought to 
be set aside in this way. They point out 
that after all sorts of other gifts and 
payments the Jew was expected to give 
a tithe, and that in the non-Christian re- 
ligions the amount given for religion, 
not including charity and hospitality, is 
far in excess of a tithe. And nowadays 
they point out also that even the Govern- 
ment allows for fifteen percent as an 
amount of religious and philanthropic 
giving which shall be exempted from all 
income tax. The Christian conscience 
ought to exceed any government allow- 
ance. 


Mr. Gladsione believed in conscien- 
tious proportionate giving. He wrote of 
this to a son who was then in residence 
at Oxford University, in which he sug- 
gested. eight rules, the observance of 
which would be conducive to the highest 
interests of his son’s life, literary and 
moral and spiritual. Among the .sug- 
gestions was the following on the use 
of money: 

“In regard to money—there is a great 
advantage in its methodical use. oe 
cially is it wise to dedicate a certain 
portion of our means to purposes of 
charity and religion, and this is more 
easily begun in youth than in after-life. 
The greatest advantage of making a lit- 
tle fund of this kind is that when we 
are asked to give, competition is not be- 
tween self on the one hand and any 
charity on the other, but between the 
different purposes of religion and charity 
with one another, among which we 
ought to make the most careful choice. 
It is desirable that the tenth of our 
means be dedicated to God, and it tends 
to bring a blessing on the rest. No one 
can tell the richness of the blessings 
that come to those who thus honor. the 
Lord with’ their substance.” “ 


And John Ruskin with his customary 
thoroughgoingness believed in the tithe. 
That is why he speaks as he does in the 
“Seven Lamps of Architecture”: 

“And let us not now lose sight of this 
broad and unabrogated principle —I 
might say incapable of being abrogated 
as long as men-shall receive earthly 
gifts from God. Of all that they have 
His tithe must be rendered to Him, or 
insofar and insomuch He is forgotten; 
of the skill and of the treasure, of the 
strength and of the mind, of the time 


|} and of the toil offering must be made 


| reverently; and if there be any differ- 





| 


All that is left and I myself wy! | Lord. 
Se 


ence between the Levitical and _ the 
Christian offering, it is that the latter 
may be just as much the wider in its 
range as it is typical in its meaning, as it 
is thankful instead of sacrificial.” 


These are good days in which to learn 
once for all the habit of giving. Thou- 
sands of men are giving their lives. 
They are not centent to give a tithe or 
even all their income. They are laying 
down the whole capital of their life. 
And of the people who are staying at 
home there are many who have not been 
satisfied with paying to the Red Cross 
and the War Work of the churches and 
the Y. M. C. A. and the Y. W. C. A. 
what they can spare out of their income. 
They have cut in on their past savings. 
The Government also has increased tax- 
ation, taking from many people far more 
than a tenth of their income in taxes. 
Shall we cheerfully meet all these ex- 
actions for the war and then begrudge 
God a tithe for the work of peace which 
shall make wars to cease? 


He who cannot give God a tithe of his 
money will find it hard to give Him all 
his life. 

Giving God the first tenth of all that 
comes to us is safer trusteeship than 
giving Him the last. 

We shall find that we own with largest 
and surer tenure that which we give 
away first in the name of our biessed 


New York City. 
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soor sed at OCEAN GROVE 
New Songs of Pentecost No. 3 


For lively, enthusiastic sin in your services use 
this book. 65 new songs, 32 most popular of other 
publishers’ copyrights. 60 well-known Roepe songs 
and familiar hymns. r157in all. Price, $l +50 
hundred, 15 cents each, by mail, nd postal 
for returnable sample. 


HALL-MACK CO., 1018 Arch St., Philadelphia 
Agency, 339 South Wabash Avenue, Chicago 


NEW SONG BOOKS 


Or Your Churey 
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Beautiful Christmas Window Greeting 
Salutation and Advertising Specialty. 


tox1s5. Embellished in four rich beautiful colors. 

Santa Claus and wreath combined. Special prices 
in quantity, Liberal commission to agents. 
Sample dozen $1.00, Postage free. 

Senta Claus Pastel Co., 1235 Arch St., Philadelphia. 


CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furriture Co.,Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich, 
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48° ubscription Rates 


ws’ Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished ‘weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 


‘ postage: - : wie 
ae ive or more copies, either 
~ $1.00 to separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1 each, per year. 
1 $1 50 One copy, or any number of 
e copies less than five, $1.50 

each, per year. One copy, five years, $6. 


» One free copy ad- 
Free Copies | ditional will be al- 
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lowed for every ten ‘copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 -rate. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











For. Family Worship 


By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





HE “Prayer and the’ War” move- 

ment is taking hold upon the people 
of God in a striking and gratifying way. 
There is, so far, no "> of a national 
prayer movement, but there is much to 
encourage us, and as intercessors we 
must continue to labor in prayer for the 
good of our land and the righteous 
cause for which we contend. We can- 
not live without prayer, our men cannot 
fight without pray<i, our armies cannot 
win without prayer. Can we not at our 
family altars help to swell the volume 
of intercession which is now rising to 
God on behalf of our country and the 
cause for which it fights? Some “boys” 
in a far-off foreign land will feel the 
impact of our prayer and will be grate- 
ful that “here at hofme some one had 
prayed.” 


September 30 to October 6 


Mon.—Gen. 12: 1-9. Abram Leaving Home. 


“Get thee out.” Such was the im- 
perative word. What a disturbing 
word! What a revolutionary order! 
What an upsetting of arrangements! 
What a snapping of tender ties! What 
a crushing of heart aspirations! But 
there was never a murmur, and Abram 


“went out, not knowing whither he 
went.” Oh, sublime faith. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
in doubt as to the Lord’s will for them; 


for those who have come to the fork in 
the road and have doubts as to which 
way to take; that the will to do the 
Lord’s will alone may be the guiding 
factor determining every action. 


Tues.—Gen. 17 :.1-8. 
God’s Covenant with Abram. 


“This new’ revelation of God came to 
encourage Abraham’s faith during the 
time of waiting. “The Almighty” is a 
name. intimating that omni e. lay 
behind each word of promise to guaran- 
tee its fulfilment. Note the group of 
“T wills” in verses 6-8, giving faith a 
firm footing. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray. for the 
children in our homes; for their young 
friends and companions; for the con- 
version of the children before sin’s 
chains have been cast around them. 
Pray the Lord to bless them at school 
and play, and keep their young lives 
sweet and pure. 


Wed.—Acts 7: 1-8. 
God Keeps His Covenant. 
God has entered into a voluntary con- 
tract with his people, whereby he guar- 
antees to fulfil to every trusting soul 
every promise which he has made. Not 
one word can fail of all he has spoken. 
Sooner far will the heavens fall than 
that his covenant should not be kept. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
who have recently left quiet, peaceful 
homes in the country and have gone to 
share life in the big city; for young men 
taking up positions in large business con- 
cerns, banks, and commereial houses, 
that righteous principles may hold them 
true to early training. 


Thurs.—Heb. 11 :.1-10. 
Fruits of Obedient Faith. 
Faith moves in the realm of the mi- 
raculous. It risks, reckons, and re- 
ceives. 
“ Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees, 
And looks to that alone; 
Laughs at impossibilities, 
And cries, It shall be done.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
students of our Bible Institutes and Bible 
Schools who are in training, with a view 
to serving God é# the lands far across 
the sea, that the missionary passion may 
not die nor the missionary vision fade 
away during the time of school disci- 
pline and training. , 

Fri.—Mark 10 : 35-45. 
True Greatness Through Service. 

“The request of the disciples clearly 
showed they had more thought of per- 


which is ours to-day ? 


hearts are receptive and 
eagerly taken our Testaments, willingly ‘‘s' 
read them daily, and about 25% of 
their personal Saviour. 
ited by the means at our command. 
There’s a way that your 
whole companies of these boys to 


offerings of your sc 


classes in your Sunday-school. 








Is Your Sunday-School Doing its Part 


to meet the opportunity to turn the flower of the young men of America to Christ, 


As our soldiers and sailors prepare to go overseas they are facing grave da 
new problems, thinking big thoughts, seeing visions of the rea/ things of life ; their 
ey are ig Sl the truth ; over 200,000 of them have 


ese have declared their acceptance of Christ as 
More—many times more—are ready, hut—our work is lim- 


“school can provide 

hrist. ‘The attractive little ‘‘red, white, an 
blue"’ dime banks gong above (both sides are shown) will not only gather in the 
olars, but receive the price of many 

and neighbors. We are ready to loan you freely as many banks as you can use and 
show you how to work them to best advantage. 
using them enthusiastically and with unfailing success. ¢ 


Just write to-day that you want to help, and tell us the numéer of scholars and 


Business Men’s War Council of the Pocket Testament League (Incorporated) 
520 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 


ers and 


ng up’ to carry them in their pockets and 








the means to brin 


estaments from their friends 
Many Sunday-schools are already 
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155 Pleasant Rooms, with Private Bath, 


The Mostiniane Restaurants Are Well 
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One Block from Pennsylvania Station 


A SPECIALTY. 
$3.00 PER DAY 











sonal glory than sacrifice, but our 
Lord’s words revealed that the -path- 
way to the throne is by the cross, and 
no glory is attained without lowly ser- 
vice. “In. the spiritual kingdom,” says 
Thomas, “the only sign of greatness is 
service.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for any 
who have been caught in the currents of 
popular thought and carried away from 
the moorings of their primitive faith in 
Christ; that the spirit of infidelity and 
unbelief may be checked, and wander- 
ers from the faith restored; that we 
may maintain our own steadfastness in 
Christ, 

Sat.—Acts 13: 1-13. 
Ministers Called to Service. 

It would be a happy. day for all if we 
were to part with the ambition to rule 
and be filled with the ambition to serve; 
jealousies would expire, dissensions be 
healed, and neglected work undertaken 
in the spirit of God. “Good general ser- 
vants” are wanted in every church. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a@ re- 
viving of reverent interest in family 
worship; for “The Family Altar League” 
and “The World’s Morning Watch.” 
Pray that our own habit of family 
prayer may be more than a formal ob- 
servance, and that God would breathe 
into it new life and spirit. Remember 
ancient Israel. 

Sun.—Isa. 41 : 8-16. 
The Blessing of Heeding the Call. 

The obedient soul brings to its side 
omnipotence. The “I wills” of verse 10 
are the divine pledge of all provision, 





protection, and power. Our spirits -may 
well bow beneath the majesty of the 





promises. They mean nothing less than 
God becoming the friend of his people. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
Holy Spirit may have his perfect way 
in us all to-day; that his power may be 
upon all preachers and hearers for the 
salvation of men; that the church may 
be raised from all worldliness and 
weakness; for our soldiers, sailors, and 
airmen, that God’s power may keep them 
safe. 

New Yorx City. 
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Scofield Reference Bible 


Helps at all the hard places in the Bible on the 
pages where they occur. » Dr. Scofield’s helps are 
equal to a Bible Study Course. 

New Edition. 2 Sizes. 34 Styles. 


Delivered for $1.00 
And easy payments of One Dollar per month 
Send for Catalogue 


National Edacational Society, 427 S. Dearborn St., 2Chicago, MM. 
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GOSPEL TRACTS 


In America - --- + 100,000,000 People 
In Churches - - - - 40,000,000 People 
Where are the other 60,000,000 People 
Christians interested in evangelizing this multitude, 
Address THE MARANATHA TRACT BAND 
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